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New CDC Begins in Parkside

Parkside is home and we each have personal reasons
for why we consider it home. Some of us were born
here…it is home. Others of us have moved here…it
is home. Still others of us may not live here but we
work here or we worship here or we play here… and
so it is home.

These are just a sampling of the personal accounts
that have galvanized a group of 14 community
leaders over the last several months to create the
Centennial Parkside Community Development
Corporation (CDC) to benefit all those that, for
whatever reason, call Parkside home. I’ve been
elected as President of the CDC and I’m honored and
humbled to serve one of the truly special
neighborhoods this city has to offer.

I must confess I didn’t always call Parkside home.
My Grandfather, Bismark (“Bizzy”) Trotter, moved
to this neighborhood in 1949 and he stayed here until
his death almost 50 years later. I, however, was
raised primarily in suburban North Carolina and that
was my home.

But when I visited my Grandfather as a child, I
always found myself fascinated by the
neighborhood’s rhythms. Trips to Parkside meant
seeing kids playing double-dutch in the street; that
was one of the coolest things this suburban southern
kid had ever seen. There was a palpable energy and
vibrancy to the neighborhood, but I would not say I
considered it home at that point.

Later in life, as a sophomore at the University of
Virginia, I left college abruptly with no plan but to
drive as long and as far away from college as
possible; I wanted to drop out of college. I drove
North, 7 hours later ultimately ending up at my
Grandfather’s Parkside home, unannounced.

My Grandfather and I spent a joyful couple of days
together, by the end of which he somehow convinced
me to return to college.

In the bleakest moment in my life to that point, I was
drawn to this place for no other reason but to find
solace; that is when Parkside became my home.

But Parkside also felt very different during that trip;
the kids weren’t playing double-dutch like I had
recalled in my childhood visits; the ethos of the
neighborhood I had remembered had seemingly
vanished.

Then, upon returning to college, just 3 weeks after
that impromptu trip to Philadelphia, my Grandfather
died, suddenly and unexpectedly. And in his death
was the most powerful lesson I’ve experienced in my
life. That lesson goes as follows: when you feel
moved to act (as I felt moved to leave college bound
for Parkside) you must act, even if you don’t know
the reasons why.

I found out my “why”, as I was fated to be the last
person in my immediate family to see my
Grandfather alive. And that is a gift I will treasure
forever.

This neighborhood has transformed me; it has been
there for me in my transformation. Through this
CDC we will all be stewards of transforming this
neighborhood back to the healthy, vibrant and
diverse neighborhood that is its founding ethos.
As of the September 2015 publication of this article,
Parkside has a formal CDC.

We call it the Centennial Parkside Community
Development Corporation…And WE ARE READY!

Here is a group shot of a few of the members of the New Community Parkside Development Corporation. The
Parkside community gets a new CDC under the leadership of Mr. Christopher Scott. He has pulled together a
team of highly skilled individuals made up of long time community residents, Parkside business owners and
supporters from cultural institutions. Scott, like many of us living in Parkside, has a real love of the area and
the people that live here. Below is his story in his own words.

Centennial Parkside Community Development Corporation: We Are Ready

Christopher Scott relaxing with neighbor, longtime Parkside
resident and community leader Callalily Cousar.
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Recent Parkside Events:
There are a number of events that take place in or around Parkside throughout the year. Some of these may be covered in larger papers and some
get very little coverage. Below are pictures of just a few events that took place this summer in Parkside or the surrounding community or have
involved Parkside residents, business or concerns.

Here members of Viola Street Residents Association
receive the John Andrew Gallery Community Action
Award from the Preservation Alliance of Philadelphia.

This is the graduation program for the Please Touch
Museum’s ACES (Achievement through Community
Service, Education and Skill-building )Youth Program.

Formal unveiling of Parkside's newest mural at Zakan's
Rug Service at 4930 Parkside ave. See the full story of
this event on page 6 of this edition.

Pakeside skyline changed a little as the Please Touch
Museum began work on their 139 year Dome. Please
Touch is open during Dome work.

Inquiry Charter School opens its doors in Parkside as
our newest school in the area.

Neighborhood students at Camp Ginkgo run by the West
Park Cultural Center.

Renee Hines preforming for the crowd at this year's West
Park Artsfest event in Parkside.

Area students perform science experiments at the end of
the PACTS Summer program at the Franklin Institute.

The Mann Center for the Performing Arts unveiled a new mural
created by students at KIPP DuBois Academy in Parkside. The
mural depicts three central figures: Nelson Mandela, Frederick
Douglass and Martin Luther King, Jr.
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• Support the expanding interpretation
of Shofuso as the representation of
Japanese culture in Philadelphia from
1876 to present day.

Possible future project for the
archaeological survey site include
restoring the 1876 Japanese garden to its
original appearance and installing an
interpretive children’s playground using
the discovered garden map as
inspiration. Take a look at our ad on
page 3 for hours and events happening
this fall and visit our web site at
http://www.shofuso.com/ for more
updates.

During July and August Shofuso
Japanese House and Garden conducted an
archaeology investigation at the site of
the first Japanese garden in North
America beginning July 29. This
Japanese garden from the 1876
Centennial Exposition is adjacent to the
grounds of the current Japanese house
and garden.

Funded by the William Penn Foundation,
archaeologists from AECOM Burlington
sought evidence of sculptures, paths, and
plant specimens, as well as the location of
the foundation stones from the Japanese
Bazaar that introduced 19th century
American visitors to Japanese art and
gardening.

AECOM are global leaders in fully
integrated engineering, design and
program management services. Locally,
they are more than 50 archaeology
professionals with large field and
laboratory staff based in Conshohocken,
PA and Burlington, NJ.

From the end of July through mid-
August, Shofuso, with AECOM
Burlington archaeologists, undertook the
investigation of this first Japanese garden
through an archaeological survey of the
area of the 1876 Centennial garden,
located behind Shofuso’s waterfall and
accessible from Avenue of the Republic.

. Additional archival research will be
conducted based on the findings of the
archaeological survey, photographic
records, contemporary written
descriptions, maps, and hand-drawn plans
available of that garden.

Shofuso will be documenting the
archaeological excavation on their
website with still photos and video.
Updated descriptions and images will be
posted to both Shofuso and AECOM’s
social media. This project will:
• Inform the development of Shofuso’s
master plan, to culminate in the
development of a visitors center and an
interpretive installation at the site of the
1876 Centennial Japanese garden.
• Discover a new body of knowledge
through research and interpretation of the
first Japanese garden in North America
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Summer Archaeology Project at Shofuso Japanese House and Garden

Staff using a shifting technique to search for artifacts from the 1876 Centennial
Exposition.

"Shofuso’s archaeological dig is the first
part of our master planning process.” said
Kim Andrews, Executive Director of the
Friends of the Japanese House and
Garden. “We are creating a multi-year
plan to build a visitors center and restore
or recreate that 1876 Japanese garden.”

Advertise In The Parkside
Journal and Send

Information Directly To
Your Customers and Our

Community

Call 215-435-4866

Some of the Artifacts recoved from the
dig site.
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In 1915, the Ottoman Empire’s
government (present-day Turkey)
initiated the systematic extermination and
deportation of an estimated 1.5 million
men, women, and children of ethnic
Armenian Christian descent.

In observance of the 100th anniversary of
this genocide, Zakian Rug Cleaning
opened its doors to celebrate Armenian
culture with all of Parkside. The free
event featured Armenian food, music, and
a live rug repair workshop to welcome the
neighborhood as part of the Zakian
family.

“I’m excited to couple my reverence for
my family’s Armenian heritage with my
adoration for the neighborhood that has
supported our business for 92 years,” said
Zakian. “Parkside has gone through so
many changes over the years, and I’m
delighted to take part in the renaissance
the neighborhood is undergoing. I’m
delighted to invite our friends and
neighbors to gain a better understanding
of our culture and celebrate what’s
happening here.”

The Parkside Journal

her “Wall of Rugs” at Belmont and
Girard Avenues; “Wall of Rugs, #2” at
Broad Street and Lehigh Avenue; and
“Nana Blankets,” the third in the Wall of
Rugs series.

Joining Pannepacker on the Armenian
Orphan Rug project is her assistant,
Angela Crafton, who worked on many
murals over the years via the Mural Arts
Program with the non-profit’s re-entry
programming. After completing Temple
University fine arts classes, Crafton
continues to focus on outreach, and
making art.

“This project is totally in line with my
creative style, and it’s been a freeing and
expressive undertaking with Zakian
Rug’s support,” said Pannepacker. “I
believe this is one of the greatest pieces
I’ve ever worked on & I’m so proud to
have had the opportunity to interpret this
very beautiful & meaningful rug.”

.

the opening of Park West Town Center
shopping plaza, which generated several
retail spaces and more than 300 jobs; two
new charter schools — Discovery Charter
School and KIPP DuBois Collegiate
Academy; the creation of the Negro
League Memorial Park and Mural; the
opening of the Please Touch Museum’s
new ‘Imagination Playground’ and ‘Good
Morning Garden’ programs; the addition
of the new Skyline Stage at The Mann
Center for the Performing Arts.
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Zakian Rug Cleaning is located at 4930
W. Parkside Avenue. It provides area rug
cleaning, oriental rug repairs and new
carpet sales.

To learn more about Zakian Rug
Cleaning, visit http://zakianrugs.com.

In recent years, Parkside has seen a
resurgence in development including

On a beautiful afternoon in August, a
ceremony was held to honor the victims of a
100 year old atrocity, the Armenian
Genocide of 1915. Some area residents may
not see the immediate connection to
Parkside, but look a little closer and you will
discover the international connections that
exist in our area to this day.

Third generation Philadelphia business
owner Bob Zakian’s rug cleaning business
has been a cornerstone of the Parkside
neighborhood of the city for more than 92
years. Zakian’s grandparents opened Zakian
Rug Cleaning in 1923 shortly after
emigrating from Armenia and surviving the
Armenian Genocide of 1915. In honor of the
100th anniversary of the genocide, Bob
Zakian knew he wanted to pay tribute to his
family’s heritage as well as give back to
Parkside, the neighborhood his business has
always called home.

Bob Zakian , along with local artists
Kathryn Pannepacker and Angela Crafton,
unveiled their painted mural interpretation of
the world famous Armenian Orphan Rug,
which was woven /hand-knotted by more
than 400 orphaned Armenian girls in Ghazir,
Lebanon, and presented to President Calvin
Coolidge in 1925.

Kathryn has worked on several notable
Mural Arts Program murals including

Add to that the Philadelphia Zoo’s
expansion, which includes Big Cat
Crossing, part of Zoo360 a network of
see-though mesh trails where animals can
roam around and above the grounds.

From the start, fate seemingly played a
vital role in the creation of Parkside’s
newest mural. While visiting
Washington, D.C. last year to view the
Armenian Orphan Rug in-person, Zakian
bumped into his niece Lizzy Mamourian,
who immediately suggested Zakian
should create his own version of the rug.
Thanks to his niece, Bob found mural
artist Kathryn Pannepacker. Zakian
conceived the perfect way to venerate his
lineage and the 100th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide.

Next issue of The Parkside Journal
Will be Out The First Week Of

December 2015

Like the Parkside
Journal
On

Armenian Orphan Rug Mural

Bob Zakian, along with artist Kathryn
Pannepacker, State Rep. Vanessa Brown and
Senator Vincent Hughes

Senator Vincent Hughes speaking at
unveiling ceremony
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Home Helpers, INC. of Southwest Philadelphia

We are a Non medical home care agency to aide
elderly seniors and people of all ages. We are your
extended family when family can't be there. 24/7

care or hourly rate.
Carter Connections, Inc.

215-360-4572
58728@homehelpershomecare.com

Iconic Parkside Folklore Revisted by Michael Burch

The picture above shows faithful believers at the iconic
Virgin Mary Bush in 1953.

In a little over two weeks from now, the World
Meeting of Families Conference will be held in
Philadelphia (September 21-27), and as we all
know Pope FRANCIS will be in our city as part
of the festivities. Since there has not been a
papal visit to the City of Brotherly Love since
1979, I wonder if the current pope is aware of
the strange occurrence which reportedly
happened here in Parkside.

As a long time Parkside resident, I remember
hearing stories about the Virgin Mary Bush.
Back in the 1950's there was a sizable Catholic
population living here in the Parkside area. Over
the years, the Catholic population in Parkside
has declined and Catholic schools in our area
have closed, but in the 1950's the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia operated several churches and
schools in Parkside.

According to this particular story, one
September day in 1953, three young girls
created a firestorm of religious activity along
Parkside Avenue near 51st Street. The three
girls, all 14 years of age at the time, said they
had witnesses a vision of the Holy Mother
standing near a bush in Fairmount Park.
According to them, the vision of Mary wore a
blue veil and a white gown.

The following day, the word spread throughout the
neighborhood about the apparition the girls claimed to have
seen. The three girls returned to the bush with friends and
neighbors. Some of these friends said they also saw the
image of Mary in the branches of the bush. Others in the
group said they also detected the smell of roses coming from
the vicinity of the bush. (The scent of roses and other flowers
often accompany these types of phenomena).

Word soon spread that the bush allegedly had healing
powers.. This generated even more interest. Increasing
numbers of onlookers visited the bush in the days that
followed. By some accounts, as many as twenty thousand
people visited the
bush.

continued on page 10

ARTISTIC HAIR SALON
Professional Care Is Best For Your Hair

RENEE HARPER
OWNER/STYLIST
114 S. 7th. Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19106

Cell 267-235-4912
215-625-8837 or 215-625-8839

Fax: 215-279-7247
Email: artistichair@gmail.com

Your Advertisements Could be
Here

In The Next Issue Of The
Parkside Journal
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Philadelphia is comprised of over 100
neighborhoods, each with its own
identity and charm. From a media
standpoint, there are many
neighborhoods that are left
underreported on or even
misrepresented however, in any
neighborhood you look to, you’ll find
engaged residents who desire a safe
place to live who are continually
working toward improving their
communities.

Across neighborhoods throughout the
city, parks are being maintained, new
businesses are opening, and new
development is underway.

In 2011, Flying Kite Media deepened its
coverage around neighborhood news and
began to explore the possibility of
transforming vacant spaces into pop-up
community media hubs.

With very limited funds and a desire to
connect directly with people across the
city helping to move their communities
forward, the On the Ground program was
born.

The On the Ground program aims to dive
deep into changing neighborhoods,
uncovering the people, places, and
businesses that contribute to its vitality.
The Flying Kite team embeds itself in a
neighborhood for a period of 90 days,
bringing a currently vacant space alive
by creating a temporary media hub that
hosts meetings, events, art exhibitions,
and open office hours.

Since the fall of 2010, Flying Kite Media
(www.flyingkitemedia.com) has been
engaging with and reporting on growing
companies, emerging talent, innovation,
development, and community
transformation in the Greater
Philadelphia region through its weekly
online magazine.
The overall outcome of the On the
Ground program and a goal of Flying
Kite’s are to make stronger connections
between Philadelphia neighborhoods
while bringing to light the growth and
development happening in the city and
the people who are responsible for this
progress.

When the On the Ground program was
initially piloted, Flying Kite worked in
Mantua, Frankford, Germantown, and
downtown Camden over the course of
one year. Once we physically moved
onto each neighborhood, we continued
to maintain relationships in the
previous locations and communities we
resided in. This allowed us to continue
to provide occasionally cover in Flying
Kite and provided us the opportunity to
connect neighborhoods to one another.

Flying Kite’s team is thrilled to report
that their On the Ground program is up
and running once again, as of this
summer, and has landed in Parkside.
Made possible by support from the
John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation, Flying Kite will take its
On the Ground program to four of the
five neighborhoods that the Fairmount
Park Conservancy is initiating their
Reimaging Civic Commons initiative,
which will activate some major public
space projects over the course of
several years.

Flying Kite Has Landed In Parkside Through The On The Ground Program
by Michelle Freeman

Continued on Page 11

Photo courtesy of Michelle Freeman
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Ongoing Nature Walks In West Fairmount Park
by Mandy Katz

Iconic Parkside Folklore Revisted (continued from page 7)

by Michael Burch

At the time this occurred, the official
statement from the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia was that this was all a mass
hallucination. Since there have been no
reports of the image of Mary appearing
since 1953, I am inclined to agree with
this official response. Although there is
no undisputed "proof" that an apparition
of Mary actually appeared, I believe this
story should be regarded as a part of
Parkside's diverse religious heritage and
rich cultural folklore. However, I think it
should be noted that the bush and the
shrine dedicated to it were posted on
Philadelphia's tourism materials until
1983.

The Parkside Journal

As the crowds grew, a new story spread
that the Virgin Mary would make
'another' appearance about a month later
on October 25th. According to official
reports of that time, more than fifty
thousand people showed up on that date
for what they hoped would be a 'return
appearance' of Mary. However nothing
appeared that night or any of the
following nights. Despite this, however,
the faithful adorned the bush with
crosses, rosaries, and large monetary
offerings to the Virgin Mary. The money
was collected and used to build a nearby
gazebo (and probably the fence) that still
surrounds the bush.

More than 60 years later, the bush is still
there along with a large wooden cross
and plastic statue of Mary which is
attached to the bush. While no one can
state or prove with certainty whether or
not an apparition of the Virgin Mary ever
appeared, it is a fact that thousands of
Philadelphia area residents believed it did
happen. Even today there are people who
continue to discuss "memories" of what
was an emotional event for them.
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Free Natural History Programs are continuing in West Fairmount Park this summer
and fall. Moth Night was a big success on July 23rd. A group of scientists,
neighbors, and insect lovers met at Concourse Lake as the sun went down. We
illuminated a section of the area with ultra violet light, set up a screen and baited
trees with a sugary mixture. Many night time insects were attracted to these baits.
Entomologist Ken Frank who wrote the book Natural History of Center City
Philadelphia was on hand and identified many of our insect guests for all gathered.

He was surprised at the great number and diversity of species of insects active in the
park at night as compared to those one can see in Center City. It was a lot of fun.
Please see our blog: https://ecologyofwestpark.wordpress.com/ to see
observations of the wildlife in West Park.

The next group field trip will be September 19th at 10 am. Fall Flora of the park
will be another plant walk led by David Hewitt. Meet at Concourse Lake on
Belmont Avenue and wear comfortable walking shoes. All are invited so help
spread the word! If you have suggestions for activities, walks, or lessons you think
we should organize, please contact Mandy Katz at ranmapushkin@yahoo.com or
call 215-382-4977.

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD MUSEUM@ BELMONT MANSION: HISTORY THAT INFORMS THE
PRESENT
by Nikia Brown

With an air of nostalgia, Naomi Nelson, the new
Executive Director of Belmont Mansion, took me on
a journey through the corridors of what she calls a,
“dynamic universe.” When Nelson began working at
the Philadelphia Museum of Art at the age of 22, she
had no idea that it would lead to a lifelong career in
museum education. This experience far exceeded
any expectations she had about working in a creative
environment and unlocked a deeper passion for art
and culture. The staff and guest lecturers at the Art
Museum inspired Nelson to pursue an education in
art history and theater. “Museums have the ability to
create dynamic change,” she says.

The guest exhibitor, Charles Searles, in particular,
opened the door for Nelson to meet artists who laid
the foundation for African American Contemporary
Art in Philadelphia.

Charles wanted to change the narrative; he wanted to
create a platform where African-American artists
weren’t on the periphery, but in the main galleries,”
she said proudly. Since that time, Nelson has
committed her life to making information about
African American art, history, and culture more
accessible to all groups of people.

From 2003- 2007, Nelson served as the Vice
President of the National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center in Cincinnati, Ohio. While leading
programs on past and contemporary forms of slavery,
Nelson realized that “the freedom for Black artists to
be recognized as legitimate artists by mainstream
America is not separate from the ultimate struggle for
freedom for all Black people.” “The Underground
Railroad provides a template for people of diverse
backgrounds to come together for a common goal,”
she asserts. “How can we create a construct for the
future if we do not know our past?” she asked
rhetorically.

In her new role as Executive Director at Belmont Mansion,
she hopes to build on Audrey Thorton’s 30-year legacy as
President. She believes the Underground Railroad exhibit at
the Mansion offers the proper lens to link historical slavery
to contemporary slavery in an engaging way.

continued on page 12

The picture above shows Ms. Audrey Thorton, Founder of the
Underground Railroad, along with the new Executive
Director Ms. Naomi Nelson.

Virgin Mary Bush as it appears today.



Flying Kite has landed in Parkside by Michelle Freeman

BADD KITTI: BEST KEPT SECRET IN PHILADELPHIA
by Nikia Brown

The Parkside Journal

Continued from Page 8
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The On the Ground program plans to connect with residents, business owners,
and community stakeholders in Parkside, Callowhill, Strawberry Mansion, and
the Bartram’s Garden area. Flying Kite plans to expose neighborhood assets
through its weekly coverage and at its pop-up locations, which will serve as a
gathering place and resource for the communities they serve.
The On the Ground program takes a multi-angle approach with the ultimate goal
to highlight, connect, and engage. It serves as a conduit and outlet internally for
the neighborhood but outwardly as a destination for people citywide to come
visit, gather, discuss, and work.

You can visit the Flying Kite team at their current On the Ground location, A
Poet Art Gallery, 4032 West Girard Avenue on Mondays and Fridays from 11
am – 6 pm and can also connect with them online at www.flyingkitemedia.com.

Michelle Freeman is the Publisher of Flying Kite Media (flyingkitemedia.com)
and also owns and operates a marketing and events firm, Witty Gritty
(wittygritty.com). Follow On the Ground’s work at #OnTheGroundPhilly via
twitter (@flyingkitemedia) and Instagram (@flyingkite_ontheground).

Wall shot of art for sale at "A Poet Arts Gallery"

Dianne Thompson, otherwise known as ‘Brieze,’ describes her band, Badd Kitti, as
“one of the best kept secrets on the Philadelphia music scene.” As we sipped Saxby’s
coffee in her car on a rainy Tuesday evening, she unveiled how young passions
evolved into a thriving career. With her mother’s strong background in music, six-
year-old piano playing Thompson was privy to the latest and greatest jazz music of
that time. At an early age, she frequented jazz performances and sat behind the
scenes with greats such as Duke Ellington. The glamour of that lifestyle immediately
allured her and sparked a flame for jazz and funk that consumes her even to this day.

When asked about her stage name, the keyboardist/singer-writer says Brieze refers to
“cool breeze.” “My friends use to call me that in high school because of my laid-back
personality.” Similarly, her band name, Badd Kitti, also has its roots in the past.
“After performances, people use to come up to me and say, ‘You are one bad cat!’ I
guess the name just stuck with me.”

Three years ago, music was not a profession for Thompson, but a hobby. With a
degree in Information Systems from Drexel University, she built a strong foundation
as a computer programmer. Her experience and talent afforded her opportunities to
provide services to Fortune 500 companies and consulting firms throughout the city.
During this time, Thompson’s two interests—technology and music—merged and
the idea of pursuing music as a career increasingly became more feasible.
Nevertheless, it was not until she was laid off from work in June 2012 that she
mustered the courage to step out on faith and live her dream as a full-time musician.
One week after being laid off, Thompson received a phone call from a friend
requesting that she organize an all female band for an upcoming show. That call not
only marked the beginning of Badd Kitti, but also strengthened Thompson’s resolve
to “live by faith.” Faith means, “You’ll get what you need when you need it,” she
says.

Inspired by legends such as James Brown, Sly Stone, and Nina Simone, Thompson
desires for their audience to see the “cultural relevance of funk and jazz.” “Funk
music is a political and social movement that took Black people into a place of
consciousness,” she says. “We hope to trace the evolution of funk while making it
more palatable for younger audiences.” Thompson is deeply concerned with their
audience knowing the history of funk music, its purpose, and relevance to
conversations presently circulating Black communities. “Miles Davis created music
that affirmed Black beauty. It made me feel proud and want to do positive things.”

Thompson believes that their music can also be used as a medium to express “social
ills, anger, and love of self.”

As an artist who straddles “a nine-year old dream with the practicality of expressing
something creative and intelligent,” Badd Kitti endeavors to create music that
generates a new Black cultural movement, empower women, and form a cultural
identity. Fans are eagerly awaiting the four-song EP that will be released this
September. When asked, “What do you want people to feel when they listen to your
music?” Thompson responds, “ I want them to feel locked in the groove; I want our
music to lock people into a mental state of funkiness.” She continued, “Funk is
freedom, improvisation, self-expression, feeling good about who you are and what
you’re doing in the moment.” Thompson is very hopeful about the future of Badd
Kitti. In regards to her vision for the band, she hopes to join a festival circuit,
organically grow a broader audience, and tour Europe, West and South Africa. Stay
tuned for more from this eclectic band that desires to engage diverse audiences with
musicality and empowerment.

Dianne "Brieze" Thompson in concert with her group Bad Kitti.
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“We must lay the groundwork for the future by building on the past,” she says.
Nelson references the crimes against Black people in Ferguson, New York, and
Charleston as “violations on humanity.” She and her staff are currently training the
youth in their Youth Docent Summer Program to address the crimes of today by
reenacting the past. In this program, students reenact scenes from the abolitionist
movement in first person narratives. The group recently delivered a performance at a
major NAACP convention right here in Philadelphia. “I do not want millennials to be
lost in this dialogue about the struggle for freedom,” cries Nelson. She sees the
Underground Railroad Legacy Series as an “intergenerational, multidisciplinary” tool
that can facilitate difficult and painful conversations.

Moving forward, Nelson hopes to “create collaborations that carry the mission and
narrative of Belmont Mansion.” She strongly believes that the success of programs
and exhibits hinges on the support of community partners. During our interview,
Nelson lists a number of ways community members can get involved and further the
mission of the organization. Belmont Mansion has a large, newly renovated space
that is available for rent. The funds from rentals help to “maintain the property,
satisfy operation costs, and bolster programs,” says Nelson. She also encourages
community members to book individual or group tours, volunteer, or make a
donation to the Youth Docent Summer Program. If you are interested in getting
involved or would like more information about Belmont Mansion, you can visit their
website at www.belmontmansion.org.

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROADMUSEUM@ BELMONT MANSION:
HISTORY THAT INFORMS THE PRESENT

by Nikia Brown
continued from page 10
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“BOOTS ON THE GROUND”
By Netrisa T. P. Dockery

It’s a great day in the neighborhood!

It is with pleasure that I write this article for the Parkside Journal. I am
cautious but optimistic these days about the future for the East Parkside
Neighborhood and for the residents who currently live here and who want
to continue living here in particular. It feels so good. It feels like a good
time to "Live in the Parksides!"

Seriously, my name is Netrisa Takesha P. Dockery, and so many beautiful
and exciting things are happening and coming to East and West Parkside
neighborhoods! Stay tuned. Stay alert. Don’t miss a thing! Don’t go to
sleep on this. As we know, we already have beautiful neighborhoods…
where carpets upon carpets of lush green grass rolls alongside concrete
urban sidewalks as 100-year old trees majestically look on. I love my
neighborhood… East Parkside.

I’m a proud resident of East Parkside and now I’m also a Project Manager
with the Fairmount Park Conservancy. I am overseeing FPC’s “Park use
Survey”, that is currently going on, in the East Parkside and the Cobbs
Creek Neighborhoods. I enjoy and choose to work for an organization
that promotes more open spaces, for everyone. I also enjoy getting to
mentor people from and where I live.

As you may know, East Parkside is about to get even better and more
beautiful with the improvements coming our way. Phase 1 will begin in
Spring 2016 along Parkside Avenue with new benches, gardens and safer
crosswalks. Later in 2016 we will see the sad little playground next to
Kelly Pool transformed into a magical, summertime water wonderland,
especially for the children. It does double duty, turning into an ice-
skating rink in the winter. These are just a few of the upcoming projects
Fairmount Park Conservancy has for the park and we want your opinions.
FPC really does care and they want you to know they hear and value you.
I, along with my amazing team of Specialists, want to inform all East
Parkside Residents that a Survey is coming your way… It’s a good one!

It takes just 10-15 minutes to complete at your front door, with one of our
trained, I.D. wearing Specialists. My team of Data Specialists will be
knocking on doors in our East Parkside neighborhood and we would love
for you to participate in the survey. Residents who complete the survey
will receive a small gift.

We want to hear from you! So please be on the lookout for us in our
green ‘Park Champion’ t-shirts. We will be knocking on your door
soon!

WINS: Empowering Young Woman for the Future of E-STEM
Programs and Careers by Kimberly Godfrey

Woman in Natural Sciences, also known as WINS, was founded at the Academy of Natural
Sciences [of Drexel University] in 1982. The primary goal for the program is to expose
young women from Philadelphia to all things Natural Science, and to empower them with the
tools to explore careers in the natural sciences. Since its founding in 1982, WINS has
introduced hundreds of high school girls to future careers in science and other professions by
providing hands-on science workshops, career and college exploration, and positive youth
development.

This past summer, the WINS program has been very busy to say the least. We had 35 ladies
working with scientists and educators in the museum and other collaborating organizations
(including Drexel University and USDA), providing opportunities to explore careers in the
sciences while gaining real-life, hands-on experiences. Some will continue in their positions
throughout the school year.

Also this past summer, WINS Manager Betsy Payne, Vice President of Education Jacqueline
Genovesi, and 5 WINS participants had a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to travel to
Mongolia.

Continued on Page 14
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Here they met with 15 girls and various mentors currently
developing a program in their country similar to WINS.
Sponsored by the American Alliance of Museums and the
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs, our WINS girls traveled with Academy
scientist Dr. Clyde Goulden to learn more about the effects
of climate change on water quality and food.

In March of this past spring, 4 girls from Mongolia visited
Philadelphia to learn the same. Our scientists have been
studying the effects of climate change for 20 years, and our
WINS girls got to see first-hand how climate change effects
cultures across the globe.

Most recently, The WINS program received recognition from
Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) in collaboration with the
National American Association of Environmental Education.
We were presented with their Innovative Education Award,
which included a 2nd place award for $50,000 to continue
providing opportunities that help prepare students for college
and allow them to explore E-STEM careers.

To become a WINS girl, one must be nominated during the
second semester of her 8th grade year by a school counselor,
teacher, or other mentor. For more information, please contact
WINS manger Betsy Payne at (215) 299-1064, or visit our
website at http://www.ansp.org/education/programs/wins/.

Wins: Empowering Young Women for the Future
of E-STEM Programs and Careers

by Kimberly Godfrey
continued from page 13

BEST WISHES!!........

To all new and returning Parkside students for a safe, happy, and
productive school year in 2015 - 2016

WINS girls on river adventure in Mongolia

WINS and ROOTS students participating in a water quality
study of the Tuul River in Mongolia
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The Wonderful message below was submitted by the family and friends of Ms. Callalily Cousar as a small way of
recognizing some of the remarkable work she has done and continues to do in Parkside.
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