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Strong Parkside Support For Its "Please Touch
Neighbor" by Juanita Alexander

Indego Bike Share Expanding Spring 2016
by Cara Ferrentino

The City of Philadelphia is expanding the Indego bike share
network in spring 2016 and is developing plans to serve Fairmount
Park and nearby neighborhoods, including East Parkside.

What's Indego? Indego is a network of public bikes that can be
rented for short periods of time - your affordable and fun way to get
around. Check out a bike at any station, ride to where you want to
go, and return the bike to any station. Tired of spending so much
money on gas? want to reach your fitness goals while having fun?
Bike share is for you!

The City is seeking feedback from residents: do you have
suggestions for where Indego should be placed to serve the area?
Stations need to 6 feet by 60 feet of clear space (about three car
lengths) in a sunny, visible location. To share your ideas, please
contact Indego Bike Share Program Co-Manager Cara Ferrentino at
cara.ferrentino@phila.gov or 215-686-9001.

Bike share was recently a topic of conversation at the November
East Parkside Residents Association meeting, and the City will be
presenting about the program at additional East Parkside and area
community and civic gatherings this winter to answer questions and
gather input from residents.

Whether you're a mother of three, community organizer, student, or
senior, Indego make getting around town easier and more
affordable. Cash, debit, or credit? Our cash program allows you to
get your monthly pass at participating 7-Eleven and Family Dollar
Stores and internet access is available through KESPOT locations.

continued on page 5

Pictured above is Rev. White, from Christ Community Baptist
Church, and Ms. Cousar with an Indego Bike.

Many of our readers probably know that the Please Touch Museum has had its share of difficulties
since moving to the Parkside area in 2008. For a number of reasons, in September The Please Touch
Museum filed for chapter 11. During this time the museum remains open and continues its good work
of educating children through play. A ground swell of support for the Please Touch Museum has spread
throughout the Parkside community amid reports of these financial challenges facing the highly
regarded institution.

We at the Parkside Journal are certain that the Please Touch Museum will survive its financial struggles
and emerge from bankruptcy proceedings. Please Touch has become an important part of the Parkside
community. They offer many programs that directly help Parkside and the neighboring communities.
Many of these programs are housed within their Community Learning Department. To most of us this
means outreach programs. In these programs the museum goes beyond the walls of the building and out
into the community. Some of the programs they offer are Youth and Family Programs. These
programs seek to empower parents and caregivers and help to mentor youth as they grow into adults.
The museum’s ACES program is one of these stellar programs and was featured in the Parkside
Journal’s Summer 2015 edition. The School Readiness program is designed to support children and
families who are transitioning into kindergarten. These are just a few of the many programs that West
Philadelphia residents benefit from in having The Please Touch Museum as a neighbor.

Whatever the final outcome of all of the current negotiations, etc., the Parkside community stands
firmly behind its Please Touch neighbor. The Parkside Journal urges all of its readers to support all
future endeavors of the museum. This paper strongly feels that the current Please Touch Museum
situation should be a "wake up" call for our community; Parkside can no longer take the cultural
institutions in its midst for granted. This paper hopes that the varied Parkside community organizations
will make a concerted effort to help support and sustain ALL of its valued cultural institutional
neighbors.
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On the Ground: From West Philly to the Northeast to South Philly, local newspapers
endure and evolve by Jake Blumgart

The print media landscape in Philadelphia
looks pretty grim. The two daily newspapers
are struggling, their page counts and
workforces dwindling. The Philadelphia
City Paper was abruptly shut down this fall,
while Philadelphia Weekly is a glossily
rendered shadow of an alternative weekly.
A handful of startup news websites and
niche publications are trying to fill the gap
in local coverage, but many are still fighting
to define themselves.

Meanwhile, Philadelphia's neighborhoods
have historically been served by a vast
constellation of hyper local newspapers.
These modest pubs kept residents up to date
on the news relevant to their blocks and
communities. At one point, the Northeast
had at least three weekly papers. The
Northwestern neighborhoods of
Germantown, Mt. Airy and Chestnut Hill all
boasted their own little publications, as did
other middle class neighborhoods such as

Olney and West Oak Lane.

Many of these papers have suffered the
same fate as their daily and alt weekly
counterparts. (And their potential web-based
rivals such as Patch.com and Everyblock
have stumbled.) The Northeast News
Gleaner went out of business after the Great
Recession, as did the Mt. Airy Times and

the Germantown Courier.

But there is hope. Some local institutions
are hanging on, notably the Spirit of the
Riverwards, the Chestnut Hill Local, and the
papers owned by Broad Street Media (which
include the Northeast Times and the South
Philly Review). Newer digital entrants like
Passyunk Post and the West Philly Local

have found an audience.

Other outlets -- including the Parkside
Journal and the Frankford Gazette -- have
found new ways to produce a print edition,
ensuring that older and lower income

residents can still access it. Many
Philadelphians still don't have the Internet at

home -- about 36 percent according to a

March analysis from the Philadelphia

Inquirer.

(The paper found that high poverty rates
are directly linked to lower access to
broadband.)

The Former Newsletter

The Parkside Journal is as different from
the Chestnut Hill Local as could be. It
began as a newsletter that Michael Burch,
founder and publisher, wrote for two
blocks of Viola Street, a quiet little
residential span running parallel between
Girard and Parkside Avenues. Burch grew
up in the neighborhood, moved back to
take care of his parents, and then decided to
stay. He started writing the Viola Street
newsletter in 2008. The folks on
surrounding blocks started expressing
appreciation for his work and wishing he'd
expand the focus.

In 2013, he published the first edition of
the quarterly Parkside Journal. It was only
four pages long. Today it usually runs
about 15 page. Pretty much all of the five
contributors were raised in West
Philadelphia and all live there now. They
all have full-time jobs elsewhere.

"It's definitely passion project," says Burch.
"It has to be because everyone is working.
We're all close friends, all very community
minded, and we're all pretty dedicated to
getting it out."

The Journal's print circulation is 4,000
every quarter, with free copies available in
public libraries throughout the
neighborhoods west of the Schuylkill and
in a few supermarkets, including the
ShopRite on 52nd Street.The paper breaks
even and sometimes makes a small profit
from the ad revenue generated in its pages;
advertisers include neighborhood
institutions like the Shofuso Japanese
House and the Please Touch Museum.

The paper covers human interest stories
and fun neighborhood happenings, but also
gets into heavier issues. Some of their most
commented on articles have addressed
school closures in the area and the
controversy surrounding a methadone
clinic that residents claim is disrupting
street life. The journal is there for more
quotidian matters too, like alternations to a
SEPTA bus schedule or changing library
hours.

Recently Flying Kike Media an online local media source produced a story on the state of local newspapers in Philadelphia. We at the Parkside
Journal thought this story was of such interest that we wanted our readers to see it. We reproduce it here (in part) with the permission of
flyingkitemedia.com and the author Jake Blumgart. Go to www.Flyingkitemedia.com to see the entire article.

For the area's many elderly (about a sixth of the population is cover 65) and low
income residents, the Journal provides information that might not be found
elsewhere.

"I do believe that our residents are going to have much greater value from a print
paper than just an online service," argues Burch. "We have a greater number of
seniors in our community. Print has been to our advantage. [Our circulation] has
been going steadily up from issue to issue. So for our community that works."

Online Only

Meanwhile, the West Philly Local, another emergent hyper local publication,
publishes exclusively online. Co-owners Mike Lyons and Julija Kulneva are
married and moved to Philadelphia together in 2009. Both have backgrounds in
journalism and, upon arriving, realized the serious lack of coverage of their
neighborhood and its surrounding blocks.

"There was nothing like it around and we needed information," recalls Lyons. "We
have a child, so we were wondering what was going on in the neighborhood. We
just started it as kind of a scratch-our-own-itch kind of thing."

West Philly Local serves as an events calendar of sorts, giving residents a heads up
about festivals and plays in Cedar Park, Walnut Hill and Kingsessing. Lost dogs
and cats make frequent appearances on the site. Restaurant and other small business
openings and closings are given fair play, too, though the stories that get the most
page views are about education, development and crime. There can be dozens of
comments in threads below entries on these topics.

continued on page 3

Michael Burch, editor & publisher of the Parkside Journal, with Jasmine Bullock, a
frequent contributor to the Parkside Journal.
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American Women's Heritage Society Underground Railroad
Museum at Historic Belmont Mansion in Fairmount Park

JOIN US IN DECEMBER AT OURWINTER CALENDER OF
EVENTS

CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE FOR OUR COMMUNITY CHILDREN
December 1, 2013 - thru December 18, 2015

Make the holidays sparkle for children in our communities. Bring your toy to
Belmont Mansion and we will make sure it gets to a deserving family for the

holiday. Drop Off Times: Tues. through Fri. 11:30pm - 4:00pm

December 5, 2015
NORMAN CONNORS & The Starship Orchestra

Don't miss this Pre-Holiday Fundraiser featuring celebrity artist Norman Connors.
Born in the City of Brotherly Love, this legendary musician had the luxury of

growing up immersed in Philly's rich jazz and R &B tradition. Tickets Available
online at Eventbrite and at the door. Order your tickets today!

December 12, 2015
AWHS HOLIDAY FAMILY OPEN HOUSE

Time: 12:00pm - 4:00pm
Admission: Free

Audience: Intergenerational
Bring your family to Historic Belmont Mansion for a day filled with story telling,

African drums, Underground Railroad films, Christmas Carols; and a Pre-
Kwanzaa Workshop and much more.

December 31, 2015
NEW YEARS EVE CELEBRATION! HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Time: 9:00pm - 1:00pm
Audience: Adult

Celebrate in the New Year at Historic Belmont Mansion! Dance the night away
under crystal chandeliers in the Cornelia Wells Conference & Banquet Center.

Tickets: $125 per Couple Individual $75.00

Call To Reserve Your
Event

215-878-8844

2000 Belmont Mansion Drive, Philadelphia, Pa. 19131 www.belmontmansion.org
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On the Ground: From West Philly to the
Northeast to South Philly, local newspapers

endure and evolve
by Jake Blumgart

continued from page 1

The site's unique visits per month have doubled in the past
two years to about 50,000. The publication features
advertisements from an array of small businesses. Revenue
generated by those online ads covers the costs of site
maintenance and pays for freelancers, marketing expenses
and a small profit for Lyons and Kulneva. But despite this
success, online ad revenue simply doesn't allow for enough
money to fund a staff. The West Philly Local team is
basically the same size as when it started.

"I am the only person who is involved 100 percent with the
site," explains Kulneva. "Mike is a professor at St. Joseph's
University and he's also a part-time editor and writer for
West Philly Local. I write articles and do pretty much
everything else, including ad sales. Our current plan is to
generate enough ad sales to support sustainability of the
website and the business in general."

A Chatroom Ends Up in Print

Back in 1998, Bob Smiley began writing about Frankford
via a Yahoo news group, collecting about a half dozen
loyal readers. Six years later, when he retired from his 34-
year career at the Philadelphia Federal Reserve, his son Jim
suggested he start blogging. In May of 2007 Smiley did
just that, at first simply aggregating content from
elsewhere. Then in 2008, he began attending and covering
community meetings, and reporting on other stories from
Frankford.

In 2011, the City of Philadelphia's PhillyRising
Collaborative contacted him about funding a print edition.
The first issue of the Frankford Gazette came out in July of
that year.

"They had done focus groups and that was one thing the
community wanted to see," recalls Smiley. "It has to be
accessible to them. Many people in Frankford are not
connected to the internet or prefer not to get their
information that way. On the other hand, most do have cell
phones. My son has optimized the website to make it
mobile-device friendly."

JAKE BLUMGART is a writer and editor based in
Philadelphia. Follow him on Twitter.

Follow all our work #OnTheGroundPhilly via twitter
(@flyingkitemedia) and Instagram
(@flyingkite_ontheground).
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It’s every homeowner’s worst nightmare, having to confront a criminal taking items from inside your
home. Keeping doors secure and investing in security systems helps to keep them out. But now, some
thieves are looking to steal without even coming inside. Here's how you can protect your deed from
being stolen by clever thieves, or even by "squatters" looking to take over a residence you own while it's
in transition.

• Be sure that your home does not give the appearance of being vacant. Use light timers and be sure
that mail gets collected regularly and does not accumulate at your door. If you’re leaving your home for
a period of time, have a trusted person keep an eye on your property.
• Receiving a payment book or information from a mortgage company that’s not expected could be a
sign that there’s trouble. Whether your name is on the envelope or not, don’t just throw it away. Open it
up, figure out what it’s saying, where it’s coming from, and follow up with the company that sent it.
• If you do not have it already, investigate the possibility of purchasing title insurance from a trusted
professional and reputable agency. Most policies provide coverage against forgery, impersonation, and
other problems that arise that might not be found in public records or are missed in the title search
process.
• Did you know that Pennsylvania Law mandates that the city’s Record’s Department to record all
deed and mortgage documents that are filled out completely, even if the information that is provided
later proves false. It’s good practice to check the status of your deeds with the City’s Records
Department from time to time to ensure that any fraudulent transactions have not been recorded. They
are located in room 154 of City Hall. You can also request records by mail or online if you cannot make
it downtown, but there may be a fee charged for that service.

If you detect or suspect fraud, correcting the issue could be complicated. So many agencies, including
the City, recommend obtaining the services of an experienced real estate lawyer as soon as possible. In
addition to contacting police, you can also get additional assistance by calling the District Attorney’s
Office at District Attorney’s Office at 215-686-9900 & city’s Consumer Affairs Unit in Room 167 at
City Hall at 215-686-7598.

Parkside Journal
******

Serving The Parkside Community

Publisher/Editor
Michael E. Burch

Co-Editor
Juanita Alexander

Marketing Team Leader
C. Fox Collins

Marketing Team member
Yvette D. Burch

Correspondent
Nikia Brown

Web Master & Special Correspondent
Manuel McDonnell-Smith

ARTISTIC HAIR SALON
Professional Care Is Best For Your Hair

RENEE HARPER
OWNER/STYLIST
114 S. 7th. Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19106
Cell 267-235-4912

215-625-8837 or 215-625-8839
Fax: 215-279-7247

Email: artistichair@gmail.com

Securing Your Value - Squatters Could Be Targetting Your Home's Value
by Manuel McDonnell Smith

Happy Birthday
Cassandra Ramseur

Dec. 15

From Yvette & Family
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Indego Bike Share Expanding Spring 2016
continued from page 1

Not sure if bike share is for you? Read this:

1. Indego bike share is for everyone

Whether you're a mother of three, community organizer, student, or a senior,
Indego makes getting around town easier and more affordable. Cash, debit,
or credit? Our cash program allows you to get your monthly pass at participating
7-Eleven and Family Dollar Stores and internet access is available through
KEYSPOT locations.

2. Indego is affordable

$15 a month for an unlimited number of 1 hour trips! That's less than a week's worth
of tokens. As long as you dock your bike within an hour, your next hour is still free.
Grab your friends and family and make it a group event!

3. Indego is perfect if you haven't ridden a bike in 20 + years

Remember the fun you had riding your bike as a kid? That feeling does not have
to be a thing of the past. Our Bikes are built to be sturdy, with built in lights, baskets,
and bells. Explore, exercise and connect with your park, family and neighbors!

4. Bikes and cars can get along

Bikes and cars can get along as long as everyone is attentive and follows the rules
of the road. Nervous about riding a bike again? Start offnear the parks and on trails.

In the spring, Indego will be offering 'Adult Learn to Ride' and 'Urban Riding Basics'
classes to teach you about bike safety and get you comfortable with riding again.

5. Riding a bike is FUN!

You have to try it to believe it! It's not only convenient and cuts down the wait time
you spend in traffic or waiting for the bus; biking also promotes healthy living and
freedom to travel more efficiently, with the wind in your hair, and a smile on your
face.

To learn more visit www.rideindego.com

The old Centennial Café is gone and has been replaced by The
Hungry Bear Café. Nestled quietly in West Fairmount Park, is a
quaint new eatery called the Hungry Bear Café. The café is
housed inside of Ohio House on Belmont Avenue near
Montgomery Drive. Many residents of Philadelphia may not
know the historical significance of Ohio House. The state of
Ohio built it for the exhibition to showcase the state’s industrial
capability and natural resources at that time. It is one of the few
remaining structures that dates back to the Centennial Exposition
of 1876 which was held in this area of Fairmount Park. Almost
10 million people attended the exhibition. The Ohio House is the
only state building to survive into the 21st century.
Now fast forward 139 years and now patrons can have Lunch,
brunch and dinner at the Hungry Bear Café at 4700 States Drive
(215-877-3055). The Hungry Bear had a quiet opening in
October. The new café is owned by “Chef” Derrick Cantwell
who pulled up stakes from his old location of nearly, three years,
in Fort Washington and relocated his entire operation for the
more spacious Fairmount Park locale.

I recently sat down with Derrick Cantwell and his associate Kate
Sowinski from the café. They explained that the Fort Washington
location had a small kitchen and extremely limited parking for
customers; this was a major drawback for the dining experience.
All of that is different here in Fairmount Park, the parking is free
and plentiful, and the kitchen space is larger which allows Chef
Cantwell to create more elaborate American fare. Unlike in the old
Centennial Café days, there is upstairs seating available for
customers. In the spring they plan to use the extra land space they
have outside to add patio seating. This will allow for seating an
additional 30 people, with a great outdoor view of the park. Most
entrees start in the $20 range and the café is open from Tuesday
– Sunday, 9am – 8pm. Be on the lookout for more surprises
coming from The Hungry Bear. Chef Cantwell plans to make the
Hungry Bear a destination spot for all Philadelphia. Visit soon; the
food is GREAT!!

The Hungry Bear Has Moved Into The
Neighborhood by Michael Burch
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The Executive Committee of the American Women's Heritage
Society & Underground Railroad Museum at Historic Belmont
Mansion announced an end of year fundraiser featuring celebrity
artist Norman Connors & the Starship Orchestra.

Enter Text Here.

December 5, 2015

*Tickets Available online at Eventbrite
and at the Door

*Meet The Artist Reception $75.00
*Performance Ticket cost: $35.00 per ticket.
*First Performance Set 8:00pm -9:00pm
*Second Performance Set: 10:00pm -11:pm

LOCATION: Cornelia Wells Conference Hall & Banquet Center. Named
in honor of Cornelia Wells, the former slave woman who was freed by
Judge Richard Peters and brought to work at Belmont Mansion.

2000 Belmont Mansion Drive, Philadelphia, PA. 19131

Go to Eventbrite and
Order Your Tickets

Today
Tickets Also Available At The

Door
www.belmontmansion.org
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SPIRO's: "Keeping The Faith In Parkside"
by Michael Burch

In order for a community to grow and survive, it
needs several active components: committed
residents, good schools and a thriving business
sector. Parkside has seen its share of challenges
dating back several decades even when businesses
thrived in our area.

Talk to any of Parkside's long time residents and
they can tell you stories about the restaurants,
markets and schools that have closed over the years
due to the downturn in the economy, crime, the
continued exodus of residents from the
neighborhood, and the spread of drugs in our
community.

However, one of the few businesses that has stayed in the neighborhood through the good times and the bad
has been SPIRO'S BAR AND RESTAURANT, located at the corner of 40th Street and Girard Avenue in
East Parkside. Spiro's first opened its doors as a restaurant in Parkside in 1969, and it has been in business at that
location ever since, changing as the neighborhood changed. Today, the owner and operator of Spiro's is Jerry Fokas.
It was his father who first opened the business at this location. Over the years, the small family business has
expanded by adding a pizzeria in 1981 and a bar in 1987, thus becoming a fixture in East
Parkside.

When talking to Mr. Fokas, it becomes clear that he has a deep
pride in the neighborhood and the people who live here. He relates
to many of his customers, seeing them almost as an extended
family. Unlike many of the small corner store businesses that
operate in East Parkside, Jerry Fokas hires residents from the
community.

Like many of us, he has watched the neighborhood change and not
always for the better. Walking outside of his restaurant onto Girard
Avenue, Jerry can recall the names of fellow businesses that have
long since closed and boarded their establishments. He can
remember the former cleaners, the laundry mat, the movie theater,
the pharmacy as well as the names of the owners of these past
Parkside businesses, something I cannot do. In view of all the
changes the neighborhood has experienced, one has to ask why he
has stayed. When I asked him that question, he responded that "it
was mostly due to my father". It was his father's dream to stay and
take part in the renaissance that he (the father) believed would
come to this neighborhood. Now years later, that dream has been
handed down to his son, Jerry Fokas.

Mr. Fokas frankly admits that he has considered selling his
business but due to his father's influence he has remained in the
neighborhood. Now after years of waiting, maybe that renaissance
is finally beginning to happen. Mr. Fokas certainly thinks so. He
has become a member of the newly formed Centennial Park
District CDC chaired by Christopher Scott.

continued on page 7

Home Helpers, INC. of
Southwest Philadelphia

Call Carter
Connections for
in home care
215-360-4572

58728@homehelpershomecare.com

HAPPY Birthday
&

Happy Valentine's Day
Mom (Dolores)

From Yvette & Family!



The Parkside Journal Page 7www. facebook.com/parksidejournal

Find Your Holiday Mary Kay Products With Me!

Diana Collins
Your Independent
Beauty Consultant
215-924-8459

SHOP FOR BEAUTIFULLY WRAPPED
HOLIDAY GIFTS WITH MARY KAY SKIN

CARE & COLOR COSMETICS
www.marykay.com/DianaCollins

SPIRO's: "Keeping The Faith In Parkside"
by Michael Burch

The new CDC is an organization dedicated to: "protect and
implement the planning vision for East Parkside, partnering
with residents to improve quality of life in the
neighborhood".

In talking to him about ways to speed change in the
neighborhood, Mr. Fokas revealed his own unique idea. He
has a theory that bringing Syrian refugees into the
neighborhood may help to repopulate Parkside. These new
immigrants could bring in new skills into the community, and
the neighborhood has a history of immigrant populations as
Parkside was first populated by German immigrants at the
turn of the 19th century.

To add to his investment in this neighborhood, Mr. Fokas has
begun to rehabilitate the apartments located above his
restaurant. He took me on a small tour of the property.
There are nine one and two bedroom apartments, all with new
appliances, cabinets and fixtures.

I was really impressed with the quality of these apartments.
Clearly Spiro's is much more than a local eatery. He and his
family are truly vested in the community. To quote what he
is fond of saying, "Parkside is one of the best places to live
in the city. From here you have quick access to Center City,
I-95, King of Prussia and much more". Stay tuned to what is
happening on this corner. One of Mr. Fokas' future plans is
to build new housing on the parking lot next to his
property! We wish him luck with this ambitious project.
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Your Advertisement Could be
Here

In The Next Issue Of The
Parkside Journal

Like The Parkside
Journal On

www.facebook.com/parksidejournal

Next Issue Of
The Parkside Journal
Will be Out The

First Week Of March
2016
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American Women’s Heritage Society, Inc.
Underground Railroad Museum at Historic

Belmont Mansion
www.belmontmansion.org

RESERVE YOUR HOLIDAY EVENT AT THE CORNELIA WELLS CONFERENCE AND
BANQUET CENTER AT HISTORIC BELMONT MANSION

CELEBRATE YOUR SPECIAL EVENT AT HISTORIC
BELMONT MANSION’S CORNELIA WELLS BANQUET AND
CONFERENCE CENTER. NESTLED IN LUSH AND
PICTURESQUE FAIRMOUNT PARK, THE LUXURIOUS
CEILING TO FLOOR GLASS WALLS WILL ADD SPARKLE
TO YOUR EVENT – WINTER, SPRING, SUMMER OR FALL. .
GAZE AT THE CITY SKYLINE WHILE DANCING UNDER
CRYSTAL CHANDALIERS. MAKE YOUR CELEBRATION
OR EVENT EXTRA SPECIAL. . PLAN YOUR:

*BIRTHDAY
*RETIREMENT,
*WEDDING
*HOLIDAY RECEPTION

RESERVE YOUR EVENT TODAY. CALL 215-878-8844

Cornelia Wells Banquet and Conference Center

West Park Cultural Center Honored
with Community Service Award

by Niesha Kennedy

The Tau Gamma Delta Sorority Tau Chapter honored
West Park Cultural Center (WPCC) with their
Community Service Award. Betty Lindley,
Founder and Executive Director of the
West Park Cultural Center accepted the award
during the sorority’s Founder’s Day Celebration
on October 24, 2015. Tau Gamma Delta, committed
to youth and education, honored WPCC
for its program excellence in providing children
and youth with afterschool and summer learning
opportunities through the arts, educational
support to English classrooms with Arts for
Literacy and eight years presenting the annual
free West Park Arts Fest.

Betty Lindley
Director WPCC

"Organizations like West Park Cultural Center offer vital artistic connections
to schools. West Park not only offers “beyond the school bell” arts in
education programming for free, but also offers in-school time activities with
classroom teachers and students as well. For example, WPCC works with
teachers bringing performance artists, live Shakespearean actors, spoken word
artists, and authors of literary works being studied in class, helping students
connect to their studies, realize academic achievement and spark new interest
not only in the arts, but life" says Kathleen Lee, former teacher and WPCC
Board member.

West Park Cultural Center promotes a thriving West Park environment by
using arts and culture as a central tool that helps youth tap their creative and
academic potential, and where residents can access the arts, education, and
other support programs that contribute to their personal development, helping
them come together as a strong community.

* BAR MITZVAH
* GRADUATION
* BRIDAL SHOWER
* AND MUCHMORE
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Home Helpers, INC. Of Southwest
Philadelphia

We are a Non medical home care agency to aid
elderly seniors and people of all ages. We are

your extended family when family can't be there.
Carter Connections, Inc.

215-360-4572
58728@homehelpershomecare.com

New Charter Schools Headed To The Area?
by Manuel McDonnell-Smith

According to published reports, fourteen operators have submitted applications to Philadelphia’s School
Reform Commission (SRC) requesting permission to open new charter schools in the city. Four of the
applicants propose to open new schools in the West Philadelphia/Parkside Community and include:

• Community Education Alliance of West Philadelphia has submitted an application to open the
Belmont Charter High School starting with the 2016-17 school year. The application states that the
operator wishes to serve 500 students, primarily from the Belmont community.
• Another group, JBCHS Board of Trustees, have proposed to open James Baldwin Charter School in
Mantua starting with the 2016-17 school year. According to their plans, their school will serve 400
students in grades 9-12.
• Renowned Charter School Operator KIPP has applied to open a KIPP Parkside location starting
with the 2017-18 school year. Their application seeks to serve 860 students in grades K-8.
• Two combined groups, “GLAICHS” and the “GLA Founding Coalition” have submitted an
application to open Global Leadership Academy International starting in the 2016-17 school year. The
groups propose serving 600 students from “Mansion, Mantua, and West Philadelphia.”

All fourteen school applicants will testify before a SRC review board beginning December 7. The
School Reform Commission will then vote to accept or reject the proposals during a meeting on
February 15, 2016. The Parkside Journal plans to follow the hearings and will provide an updated story
if any of the four proposed school applications for our area are accepted by the SRC.

BEST WISHES TO ALL OF OUR READERS OF THE PARKSIDE JOURNAL
Have A SAFE AND JOYFUL HOLIDAY!!!

In the Parkside area of West Philadelphia there is a special place in Fairmount Park,
nestled between the Philadelphia Zoo and the Please Touch Museum, and just down the
street from the Mann Music Center. The history you find there speaks about an interesting
time in Philadelphia and American history.
The Smith Memorial Arch was built near the turn of the twentieth century. Various artists
contributed to the creation of this memorial. It was built in remembrance of
Pennsylvania’s Civil War Heroes. The civil war was a time of great tumult in our nation.
It was a time when families were torn apart by slavery and war. It was also a time when a
collision between the past and the future brought our country to its knees.

When the monument was built, Fairmount Park was considered part the suburbs
of Philadelphia. And it wasn’t called Fairmount Park. That distinction would
come later. Fairmount Park came into being and grew, as the need to protect the
water supply grew.
Whispering Walls sits at the base of the Smith Memorial Arch. The walls are half
circles separated by the street that divides them. People come to the walls to talk.
Or rather listen to each other. There conversations occur between people who sit
thirty to forty feet away from one another.
.

“Close your eyes and speak. It’s as if the person you’re talking to is right there,
sitting next to you”, says Sylvia Kim, {a visitor from Pittsburgh, PA}; she
continues by saying, “it’s such a pleasure in the park”. The sound is carried by
waves travelling around the circle. It makes for a fun experience. So the next time
you ride through Fairmount Park, stop, look and listen to the whispers from the
walls.

Whisper From The Walls
by C. Fox Collins
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