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Brown’s ShopRite… A Coming Jazz Attraction To Parkside!
by Nikia Brown

Proposed image of new jazz cafe inside the expanded Shoprite

Parkside is an emerging community bustling with
residents, businesses, and culture aficionados. It has
undergone a number of transitions over the past
several decades and continues to welcome changes
that positively impact the community. One change, in
particular, is the addition of the Brown family
ShopRite located at 1575 N. 52nd. Street. Prior to the
arrival of Brown’s ShopRite in 2008, the community
was a food dessert with little to no access to fresh
groceries or produce. In 2002, the Brown family
partnered with the state’s Fresh Food Financing
Initiative to bring healthy groceries to inner city
neighborhoods. Brown’s Shop Rite was the answer to
a 20-year cry for food justice in the Parkside
community.

ShopRite Supermarkets is a co-operative chain of
supermarkets that span across six northeastern states:
New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Delaware,
Maryland, and Pennsylvania. With eleven stores in
and around the Philadelphia area, the Brown’s pride
themselves on a commitment to four brand pillars:
authentic products, affordability, community
responsibility, and the promise of an enjoyable
shopping experience. The store has strong ties with
local organizations such as the Parkside Business
Association, Parkside Community Association, and
Please Touch Museum.

“It is important to understand the people we serve
and what’s going on in the community,” says Paul
Brauer, Executive Vice President and Chief
Operating Officer of Brown Superstores.

By summer 2016, the Brown family intends to take
the promise of an enjoyable shopping experience to a
new level. Soon, the store will break ground on an
innovative development plan that will include a 15,
000 square feet expansion toward Lowes. “With the
rise of e-commerce, there is a need for more of a
destination and entertainment space,” explains
Brauer.

The development will encompass an upstairs
mezzanine with 165 seats, stage, and sound system
for live musical performances. Brown’s ShopRite
will partner with Settlement Music School and 23rd
Street Jazz Café to display a wide array of local
talent. “The stage will be a place for people to
practice their craft,” says Brauer.

There will also be a Chef’s table upstairs that will
offer food for guests during performances as well as
cooking classes for interested community members.

Patrons will have the option to dine and wine on the
mezzanine or enjoy an open beer garden on the lower
level. Other attractions include an open flame grilled
chicken station, salad bar, and more food options.
“We want to bring more of a higher end experience
at an affordable cost,” enthuses Brauer. “People want
more places to go that are safe and inexpensive.”

The Brown family is endeavoring to do something
that no other grocery store has done before. In
addition to the many new attractions, Philadelphia’s
only black owned talk radio station, WURD, will be
making Brown’s ShopRite its new home. “This is the
first time that a local supermarket has incorporated a
stage, sound system, and broadcasting station,”
prides Brauer. With the aim of becoming a one-stop
destination for their 2-3 mile customer base, the store
will also add a health clinic, pharmacy, and
nutritionist.

This development will not only bring a new flare to
the neighborhood, but also more employment
opportunities for community members. Brauer
predicts a rise from 280 to 300 job associates. He has
a very positive outlook on the project and is eager to
unveil Parkside’s coming inner city attraction.
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Recent Parkside Events:

Below are a few pictures of events that have recently taken place in or around the Parkside section of West Philadelphia.

New members of the PACTS alumni board at the Franklin Institute.
Most of the members are West Philadelphia residents.

Grand opening ceremony for the New Good Will store on Parkside ave. Photo
courtesy of Mr. Ron Allen.

Representative Vanessa Lowery-Brown with Councilwoman Jannie Black, at
Brown's Reelection announcement!

PEC's Groundbreaking Ceremony at the at 4040 Haverford Ave. This new
construction will provide affordable housing for low income artists.

Congressman Chaka Fattah at dedication ceremony naming the Driveway at 852
North 46th Street, “Grace H. Daniels Way”

Students from Global Leadership Academy and Discovery Charter School brainstorming
design concepts for a new play space behind Lowes in Parkwest Town Center..
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Centennial Commons Update: Phase One to break ground this spring!.
by Jennifer Mahar

After years of planning and design, the Fairmount Park
Conservancy is gearing up to begin construction on Phase One of
the Centennial Commons park improvement project! We plan to
hold a groundbreaking ceremony during LOVE Your Park Week,
May 7 – 14, 2016 and everyone in Parkside will be invited. LOVE
Your Park Week is a citywide celebration of Philadelphia’s parks
with a citywide volunteer day at 100 parks and over 75 events and
programs at different parks throughout the city.

Phase One of the Centennial Commons project focuses on
improvements to the Parkside Avenue edge of West Fairmount
Park. Improvements include dynamic rain gardens that will filter
storm water off of Parkside Avenue, a mid-block pedestrian
crossing between Memorial and Marlton Avenues and other traffic
calming measures. The highlight of the project will be
‘neighborhood rooms’ along Parkside Avenue. Designed to
highlight the beautiful porches across the street in the community,
these rooms will feature innovative lighting and giant porch
swings. We hope the improvements bring a creative touch to the
park border and make the park feel like an extension of the
community.

Construction will occur on Parkside Avenue from 41st Street to
just past West Memorial Hall Drive and is expected to last six to
nine months. West Fairmount Park will still be ‘open’ but there
will be temporary parking disruptions on Parkside Avenue in the
lane closest to the park. We are working with SEPTA to ensure
little to no disruption in service along the Avenue.

And more projects are on deck for West Fairmount Park! We are
actively fundraising for the new Youth Area which will be Phase
Two of the Centennial Commons project.

To keep things moving, Studio Bryan Hanes is
working on design development while we
fundraise. This means working with engineers,
architects and other entities on the design of all
of the new features next to Kelly Pool including
climbing structures and creative natural
playgrounds for kids, a small pavilion with
amenities, and a fun, interactive spray ground.

We will be holding a community meeting before the
groundbreaking so stay tuned for more information.
And we promise to keep you posted via The
Parkside Journal!
In the meantime, if there are any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact Jennifer Mahar at 215-988-
9334or via email at jmahar@myphillypark.org .

Parkside Bids Farewell To Longtime Community Advocate, Leslie Walker
by Michael Burch

Since the start of the New Year in January the Please Touch Museum seems to be
off to a good start. The scaffolding is off of the dome of the 140 year old building,
they have received major pledges totaling in the millions of dollars. Please Touch
now has a new CEO in place, Patricia Wellenbach. Add to all that, the City of
Philadelphia has agreed to give the museum a grant of $550.000 to go toward
operating expenses. Things are certainly looking up since last September 11th
when Please Touch Museum filed for Bankruptcy protection.

Though things seem to be getting on track, for our, Museum in the Park, there have
been some losses. One of those losses has been long time museum employee &
and Parkside community advocate, Leslie Walker. Leslie recently stepped down
from her position of Vice President of Visitor Engagement at PTM, a position she
has held in one form or another for seven years now.

In many ways Leslie had become the face of the Please Touch Museum at many
local community programs and events. Her presence will be missed but not
forgotten. We hope that whatever role she takes after this one, she will continue to
advocate for our community. The picture at the left shows Leslie at her last
community meeting at Please Touch Museum, in late February. She is surrounded
by Parkside community representatives, museum staff and friends.Leslie Walker in center of picture at her last community meeting at Please Touch

Museum in February.
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Everyone knows that Philadelphians often face some steep challenges. What people don’t often hear
about is the work scores of people and neighborhoods are doing every day to make their communities
a little better. One such group is the Viola Street Residents Association on the 4200 block of Viola
street in East Parkside. The residents there have come up with a unique idea to enhance their
neighborhood. The Viola Street committee is an active group of some 10 key individuals that are the
driving force behind their community enhancement effort.

Through their hard work and efforts, they are among the 20 finalists, in Philadelphia, for the Knight
Foundation Cities Grant. The mission of the Knight Foundation supports transformational ideas that
promote quality journalism, advance media innovation, engage communities and foster the arts. In
all, there are 158 finalists in over 25 cities across the country, cities that the Knight Foundation
operates in. Philadelphia has the largest amount of finalists of any city to participate.
The Viola Street Residents Association (VSRA), in partnership with the Community Design
Collaborative and the Fairmount Park Conservanc, plan to transform a little used alley in their
neighborhood into a community focal point and event space. Viola resident Joyce Smith took the lead
on this project.
I asked Joyce "how did you come up with the idea of transforming this mostly unused alley into a
community hub and do you think this may be a design model for other neighborhoods in
Philadelphia?"

“Back in October of 2015 - I received a call from Kathryn Lovell, the former ex. director of
Fairmount Park Conservancy, who told me about the Knight cities grant. Kathryn was interested in
doing a pocket park that connected Viola and Parkside but, that idea petered out because of logistical
complications. but, while on the tour we discussed the potential of our alleyway.

I as well as other residents have always noted that our alleyway was unique. I envisioned how this
alleyway, connecting two historical blocks, could be transformed into a vital space for residents.
When Kathryn told me about the grant we both agreed that this was a great opportunity to fund the
revitalization of the alley. My initial idea was to use the centennial district as a theme and create a
space for civic activities. And, then I hashed it out with other VSRA members, Randy smith, Sean
Solomon and Isabelle Dijols.”

Joyce believes that this project may be a good model for other communities in Philadelphia. Viola
residents will have to wait until April to find if they will be among the award recipients. The Knight
Foundation will award about 5 million dollars to some 30 finalists from around the country. Viola
Street area residents will have to wait until April to learn if their community organization (VSRA) is
among the grant recipients. The Journal will keep its readers informed about the final outcome of this
important community endeavor.

New Life Comes To Parkside Alleyway... Maybe
by Michael Burch

Visit The Parkside Journal's Website at
https://parksidejournal.wordpress.com
To Get Current And Past Issues Of

The Parkside Journal
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For years, the homeowners and neighbors of Parkside have heard
the repeated promise "development is coming." Now it appears that
2016 will signal that promise's fulfillment with a series of
transformational projects underway in and around the Parkside
community. Here's a list of ten new construction projects to watch
that have the potential for positive impact on our neighborhood for
years to come.

University Place 3.0
41st and Market Streets
Status: Demolition complete, groundbreaking in Spring 2016
Developer Scott Mazo reportedly is investing $70 million dollars to
transform the former Pep Boys site into a five-story office building.
He’s hoping to lure tech firms (and their good-paying jobs) to the
sleek, all-glass tower to the long-dormant corner.

Public Safety Services Complex
4601 Market Street
Status: Phase 1 under construction, expected to open in 2018
The City is spending $250 Million Dollars to transform 4601 into a
“Public Safety Services Campus” that will house the headquarters
for the Police and Health Departments, along with the Medical
Examiners Office and City Morgue.

Centennial Commons & Belmont Plateau Trail Restoration

West Fairmount Park (Work starts this spring)
Status: Community Planning & Fundraising Underway
The Fairmount Park Conservancy is working with neighborhood
groups and private foundations to raise over $7 Million dollars to
“soften” the edge of Fairmount Park at Parkside with new
playgrounds, picnic areas and other amenities.

ShopRite of Parkside Expansion (see cover story)
1575 N. 52nd Street
Status: Construction set to begin in summer 2016
The busy store is set to break ground on a major expansion project
to add a 200 seat jazz café to the store along with a new
headquarters for the 900AMWURD radio station.

continued on page 8

10 Transformational Projects Set for Parkside
by Manuel McDonnell Smith

Proposed building at 41st & Market Street
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Be Sure to Vote This April 26th.
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Banana Pudding, Strawberry Shortcake, and Sweet Potato Pie. Home-style desserts
we would have more often if it didn't involve so much time in the kitchen. Now, a
West Philly native is making these favorites available by the spoonful in your
freezer.

Andre Andrews is the creator and owner of Dre's Southern Style Ice Cream and
Water Ice. He says the brand's southern-style flavors are a "premium product that
tastes better and costs less than the competitor." Besides the flavors mentioned
above, Dre's pints also come in Butter Pralines, Chocolate Chocolate Chip, and
Brownie Mint Chip.

Last year, his company closed a deal with Brown's Family Shop Rite making the ice
cream line available year-round in the chain's locations at Park West Town Center,
across Philadelphia, and in Camden, Delaware and even Baltimore. Although
production is handled at a local plant, Andre makes time to visit each retail location
on a regular basis to ensure proper merchandising and to introduce customers to the
flavors. "I want people to know that this is a product that I would feed to my own
family. It has no food coloring and no artificial flavoring".

While the region is now getting their first chance at enjoying Dre's flavors, they have
been a staple of summer in West Philly since 2014 when Andre first started selling
water ice from a pushcart. A missionary trip to Nicaragua inspired him to purchase a
professional ice cream maker and grow the brand. Once the machine was delivered,
he installed it in a garage and began creating and testing flavors. "I just started
making my own product and giving away free samples until I found a perfect match
of flavors", he said.

Right now, Andre and his small staff of two are working to grow the brand and they
have their eyes set on building a headquarters location in West Philadelphia in the
future. For now, he's hoping that in addition to delivering a premium product, he will
be an inspiration to others to also follow their dreams. For those looking to do
something different, the Overbrook High School graduate offers this recipe for
success, "Just go out and do it. Be Fearless. Don't be scared of failure. Just work hard
and learn from your mistakes. Your success will be next to follow and when you
finally achieve, be sure to make time to give back to someone who is less fortunate."
Andre recently joined the PACTS (Partnership for Achieving Careers in Technology
and Science) Alumni Board, at the Franklin Institute. He was a member of this group
as a youth and now hopes to shape the future of other young people in the city.

West Philadelphia's Own Ice Cream Maker
by Manuel McDonnell Smith

Centennial Village
52nd and Columbia Ave.
Status: Construction set to begin in spring 2016
Community Ventures has secured funding to complete a combination of apartment
buildings, single family homes, and commercial space for senior and disabled residents.
The project in financed in part with $3.4 Million Dollars in federal funds along with
$1.3 Million in Tax Credits.

UCity Square (see picture above)
36th and Filbert Sts.
Status: Demolition Complete; construction TBA
University City Science Center has partnered with Drexel University on a $1 Billion
Dollar plan to transform the five-block, 14-acre former U-City High Site into new
offices, apartments and stores for the growing area. Also planned, a new park and K-8
school to be partially operated by Drexel.

4050 Apartments
4050 Haverford Avenue
Status: Under construction, no opening date set
People’s Emergency Center recently broke ground on a three story building rising on the
long vacant lot near 40th and Haverford Avenue. When opened, it will feature 20 one,
two, and three bedroom apartments for low-income artists. The new building will also
feature a shared workshop/exhibit space and a community room open to the public.

Schuylkill Yards
30th and Market Streets
Status: In planning, groundbreaking scheduled for late 2016
Drexel University is working with a private developer on a $3.5 billion dollar plan to
transform the sea of parking lots and “dead space” west of the train station into new
living, educational, office, and retail spaces. First up, transforming the parking lot the
northwest corner into a new public park.

Good Food Flats
4000 Baring Street
Status: Under construction, set to open late 2016
The nearly complete building will feature 44 student apartments along with a fitness
center and gourmet public kitchen.

Artist rendering of what the new complex may look like. This is the former home of
University City High school

10 Transformational Projects Set for Parkside
by Manuel McDonnell Smith

continued from page 5
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INDEGO Bike Share Expands Into East & West Parkside
By Cara Ferrentino & Kiera Smalls

Warmer months are coming and there
will soon be a new way to get around
Parkside! Thanks to your input, the City of
Philadelphia’s Indego bike share program
is gearing up for a spring expansion into
the neighborhood. The City’s Office of
Transportation & Infrastructure Systems
has been working with Parkside
community groups to gather resident input
about the program and station locations,
and has been thrilled by the positive
response.

This spring, Indego will be expanding to
Parkside Avenue as a new option getting
around, for fitness, and for fun. You will
be able to pick up a bike in Parkside and
ride to any of the other ~100 stations
across the city, or return the bike where
you started.

Indego means:

InShape—A new way to exercise
InBudget—Cheaper than gas at $15 for as many 1-hour rides as you want for 30 days straight
InControl—Buy a pass with cash or credit online
InTime—Available 24/7 and year round, on your schedule
Independent—Indego is made for exploring and connecting with the community

Stay updated by visiting http://www.rideindego.com or catching a future issue of the Parkside Journal. Please contact Cara
Ferrentino at 215-686-9001 or cara.ferrentino@phila.gov to discuss Indego's partnership opportunities and upcoming 'learn
to ride' class series. Remember riding a bike is FUN! You have to try it to believe it! It's not only convenient and cuts down
the wait time you spend in traffic or waiting for the bus; biking also promotes healthy living and freedom to travel more
efficiently, with the wind in your hair, and a smile on you face. Our Bikes are built to be sturdy, with built in lights, baskets,
and bells. Explore, exercise and connect with your park, family and neighbors!

Indego will be at community events and hosting community rides
starting this spring.

Program Runs from
July 5th. - July 29

for details
Call 215-448-1399 or
Visit www.fi.edu/pacts

Spiro's Restaurant Bar & Catering

Restaurant Open:
6:30 am-2:30pm 7 days a week
Take out & Delivery Available

Kiss the Cook!

Open for Business at the Same location for
the past 47 years! We cook breakfast to eat-in
our dining room or to go, and we deliver too!

3958-62 W. Girard Avenue
Phila. Pa. 19104

Phone: 215-386-5888
Order Online: www.spirosfood.com
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Parkside Welcomes the Return of Spring!

Capital, Cause, & Community Engagement
James Burnett Takes the Mic

by Nikia Brown

Mr. James Burnett

Thirty years ago, James Burnett was a different
person. He was a typical college student trying to
navigate the uncertainties of life. Today, he is the
Executive Director of West Philadelphia Financial
Services Institution (WPFSI). He also serves as a
Board Member on a number of community
organizations such as the Business Association of
West Parkside, Philadelphia Parks Alliance, Mt.
Vernon Manor, and Entrepreneur Works. While there
are a series of events that led him to his current
position, Burnett’s interest in finance and community
development has not wavered. In high school, he
witnessed the grave disparities that existed between
poor and affluent neighborhoods and asked himself,
“How can we make our communities more stable?”
Even at a young age, he understood that access to
capital was the answer to that question. “Finance
offers more flexibility,” says Burnett. “Having
capital makes a difference.”.

In his current role, Burnett collaborates with key
stakeholders in the community to generate greater
economic sustainability for various West
Philadelphia neighborhoods. He provides activity
grants as well as scholarships for leaders seeking
community development training. “I want to help
the community impact itself,” says Burnett. By
providing resources and pertinent information,
Burnett aims to help business entrepreneurs and
community members make sound decisions. His
institution offers seminars on budgeting, creating
bank accounts, and the value of saving. His
organization also runs a youth program known as
Wes Gold Fellows—a paid high school internship
that engages students in the areas of job readiness,
financial education, college planning, and civic
participation.

When asked about his greatest accomplishments as
Executive Director of WPFSI, Burnett responds,
“Watching people grow—getting young people to
grow in their roles.”

Currently, Burnett is preparing to launch a
community planning and revitalization project in
seven neighborhoods: Dunlap, Mill Creek, Cathedral
Park, Carroll Park, Hestonville, and East and West
Parkside. He stresses that this project is entirely
collaborative as he will be partnering with CDCs,
resident associations, and community stakeholders to
assess and meet the specific needs of each
community.

WPFSI is also collaborating with Global Leadership
Academy, Discovery Charter School, and
Philadelphia University to design a play space behind
Lowes in Parkwest Town Center. Students from
Global Leadership Academy and Discovery Charter
School will brainstorm design concepts for the play
space and then pass the baton to Philadelphia
University students to develop a concrete plan.

Burnett approaches the community with a realist
perspective and sees it evolving in either one of two
ways: “People will begin to pay attention and get
involved or our community will be developed around
and over top of us.” He sees the potential influx of
new residents as a growth opportunity rather than a
threat. “We must engage quickly,” Burnett asserts.

He credits the resistance to change to a lack of trust
from community members who have been taken
advantage of or lied to in the past.

While he doesn’t negate the validity of these
feelings, he says, community members “must be
willing to have a conversation.” He encourages
community members to be open to progressive
change as well as take ownership of how their
community expands and develops.

Burnett has come a long way from that “young
college student,” but his appetite for people and
development seems to only deepen with time.
According to him, the time to maximize land and
capital potential is ripe and long overdue. To reach
the offices of WPFSI call 215-452-0100.
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SPRING PARKSIDE HAPPENINGS

Philadelphia Science Carnival

The Carnival at the Great Plaza at Penn's
Landing features more than 175 exhibitors

offering non-stop, family-friendly experiments,
interactive activities, games, and a packed line-

up of live entertainment.

April 30th. 2016 10:00am - 4:00pm
http://www.philasciencefestival.org/carnival

People's Emergency Center"s
FOOD Cupboard

To participate, bring photo Id, Food is
distributed on a first come, first serve basis.
Participants are asked to come just once a

month (every 30 days)

Every Saturday
10:30am - 1:30pm

325 N. 39th. St. PEC
contact Cass Green at 267-777-5893

Sponsor A Teen

Donate prom dresses, gowns and Men's
suits to a teens in need. State Rep. Vanessa

Lowery Brown is collecting prom
dresses/gowns/party dresses, tuxedos and

suits for teens in our State.

For more information contact Vincent
Brown, Legislative Assistant
1435 North 52nd. Street

Phila. Pa. 19131
Office 215-879-6615
vzbrown@pahouse.net

Summer Camp & Resource Fair

Join State Representative Vanessa Lowery
Brown and learn more about the
Summer Camps in our area.
Saturday, March 19, 2016

Noon - 2 pm
Belmont Charter School

4030 Brown St.
Phila. Pa. 19104
call 215-879-6615

Be On the Lookout For The Next Issue of the Parkside Journal
Due out June 2016
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