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Centennial Parkside CDC Holds Their First Community Meeting
by Joyce Smith

A Clean, Green and Safe community was
the immediate goal the nascent Centennial
Parkside Community Development
Corporation (CPCDC) conveyed to East
Parkside residents at their well-attended
coming out meeting at Community Baptist
Church at 41st Parkside Avenue on
November 10, 2016.

Residents were introduced to the CDC
board (Ronald Coleman, Nancy Boyd, Jerry
Fokas, Lorraine Gomez, Juanita McFadden,
Jean Mitchell, Joyce Smith and Ken
Woodson. Board Member Jennifer Maher
was not in attendance).

Each member briefly stated their role which varied from addressing abandonment and affordable housing to
helping improve community health. CPCDC President Christopher Scott shared with residents how the board
went through a six month intensive training program to develop a strategic community plan. The Centennial
Parkside’s Strategic Plan includes five (5) priorities: Housing & Homeownership, Marketing and Neighborhood
Branding, Sanitation and Greening, Commercial Development and Organizational Sustainability of the CDC .

Scott talked about the board’s outreach & communication effort that included formalizing partnerships
with organizations, such as Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporation,
neighborhood community groups, block captains and stakeholders like Viola Street Residents
Association. It was pointed out that the CDC’s commitment to work with academic institutions as well as
building a relationship with Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell will help the CDC implement long range
plans. One of those plans requires CPCDC to work closely with the Philadelphia Planning Commission
to update and improve the zoning in East Parkside. Scott explained that the “remapping” will better
define the community’s distressed business corridor and increase single family homeownership.
Councilwoman Blackwell support is crucial to legislate the remapping.

Scott encouraged residents to become more engaged in neighborhood building activities. He spoke about the
recent partnership with Viola Street Residents Association (VSRA) which led to the successful September 24,
2016 Viola Alley Connector event.

The Viola Connector was a major boost for East Parkside with almost 500 neighborhood people and
visitors from across the city in attendance. The event that took place in the alleyway shared between
42nd Parkside and Viola street. This event was a prototype of a larger proposal to transform an underutilized
alley into a place making space for civic engagement and entertainment activities. It was a celebration of East
Parkside's rich history and a demonstration of how organizations collaborating through programming can
enliven and change perceptions of a space, increase civic pride and create a sense of ownership.

continued on page 3

The Historic Houses of Fairmount Park have a popular
longtime tradition of decorating for the holidays and
entertaining visitors, and this season, four special days of
special programming will be added to showcase what makes
Philadelphia a very special place: great music, delicious
food, family, and friendly neighbors. “Christmas in
Fairmount Park” celebrates its 45th year of delighting
visitors with this year’s theme, “A Very Philly Christmas.”
Presented by Fairmount Park Conservancy and Philadelphia
Parks & Recreation, this holiday tradition will feature six of
the park’s treasured historic houses – Cedar Grove, Laurel
Hill Mansion, Lemon Hill Mansion, Mount Pleasant,
Historic Strawberry Mansion, and Woodford – each decked
out in the season’s finest and offering special events on the
weekends of December 3-4 and December 10-11.

Parkside residents are encouraged to visit the historic houses
for Neighbor’s Day, Saturday, December 10th from 10-4pm
when the houses will host performers from the surrounding
Fairmount Park neighborhoods-East Falls, Strawberry
Mansion, Brewerytown, Fairmount, and Parkside. Residents
of these neighborhoods will receive free admission that day
as well as free “in park” transportation via PHLASH’s
special service exclusive to the historic houses on December
10th. Residents can find out more information and obtain
their free tickets by calling 267-457-4944.

“The holidays are a time for entertaining, and the Historic
Houses provide the perfect setting,” says Ed
Miller, Historic Houses Coordinator at Fairmount Park
Conservancy. “We are thrilled to offer events
inspired by our city geared towards music lovers, food
lovers, children, and especially, our neighbors.”

.
continued on page 2

Historic Houses of Fairmount Park Welcome
Parkside Residents for “A Very Philly

Christmas”
by Ed Miller

Cedar Grove in Parkside

Here we have Christopher Scott leading Centennial Parkside CDC's first
meeting with area residents.
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And we would like to send a special invitation to all Parkside residents to join us for
this celebration.

Cedar Grove, a 250-year-old stone farmhouse which served as a summer residence to
five generations of a single Philadelphia family, is the historic house located closest
to Parkside. Built by wealthy widow Elizabeth Coates Paschall in 1748-50, the house
features an unusual two-sided wall of closets and many of the original family
furnishings. Cedar Grove depicts life as it might have been in the early 1800s.
Originally located in the Frankford section of Philadelphia, the house was given to
the City of Philadelphia and moved to its present location in West Fairmount Park,
stone by stone, in 1927.

“The last family member to own Cedar Grove, Lydia Thompson Morris, wanted it to
be preserved for the future in Fairmount Park and opened as a museum for the public
to imagine the lives of early Philadelphians.”, says Justina Barrett, Site Manager for
Historic Houses, Philadelphia Museum of Art. “We are excited to welcome Parkside
residents to explore Cedar Grove during this holiday season and beyond.”

Cedar Grove is owned by the City of Philadelphia and administered by the
Philadelphia Museum of Art. Promotion and programming for the historic houses are
supported through a partnership between the City of Philadelphia Parks and
Recreation Department, the Fairmount Park Conservancy and various stewardship
groups.

Historic Houses of Fairmount Park Welcome Parkside Residents for “A Very Philly Christmas”
by Ed Miller

continued from page 1

Proceeds from the events support the ongoing stewardship, maintenance and
promotion of these treasures. For more information on the holiday programming in
Fairmount Park, visit holidaysinthepark.com. To learn more about the history of
Cedar
Grove, visit http://www.philamuseum.org/historichouses/.
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See Our Ad On page 4 To Get Great
Holiday Gifts

Centennial Parkside CDC Holds Their First Community Meeting
continued from page 1
by Joyce Smith

The Conservancy also provided tables and chairs and the Pennsylvania Horticulture Society help green the
alley with planters. Local artists, a drill team, singers and an African dance ensemble helped create an
atmosphere where all participants celebrated and learned about the history of the neighborhood. Penn Praxis
compiled data from the event that will help gauge interest in a future community food trust; the Neighborhood
Alliance conducted an “asset mapping” survey to help identify the neighborhoods strengths and resources,

The CPCDC looks forward to future programming in the community and collaborations that
helped make the V.C. Connector a success. Currently the Centennial Parkside is negotiating a contract to lease
the historic Letitia House in Fairmount Park for office location: reputed to be a house that William Penn built
for his daughter. The CDC launched a funding campaign to help raise money for the venture that can be
accessed via the CDC’s new website at http://centennialparkside.org/

Residents expressed concerns about the neighborhood’s future, job opportunities and housing costs. It
will take time before the CPCDC can address such lofty goals… But, as one resident put it we have to
take it “one block at a time”.

Funded by the Knight Foundation’s
Innovation Fund the Viola Connector
“alley festival” included an array of
activities that was carried out by
partners like Bartram’s Garden
whose staff brought a farm stand to
the alley; the Free Library of
Philadelphia’s Culinary Literacy
Center provided a cooking
demonstration and the Fairmount
Park Conservancy displayed maps
and distributed information about the
Centennial Commons plan to bring
amenities to the park edge in West
Fairmount Park.

Letitia House is the new home of the Centennial Parkside CDC. We
will keep you alerted to their planned grand opening early next year.

Travelers along Parkside avenue may have noticed new activity coming from one of our venerable old
building, The Lansdowne. This familiar structure has been standing at this location since it was built after the
centennial exposition of 1876. The Lansdowne was built later in 1890. After nearly 2 years of work, a new
owner and management team, the Lansdowne apartment building at the corner of 41st and Parkside is up and
running as a new Luxury apartment. Ms. Monica Hart, the chief rental agent for the complex was able to give
me a small tour of the newly renovated building and they have done an excellent job, the apartment units are
beautiful. All the apartments have hardwood floors, central air, ceramic tiled bathrooms, washier and dryers,
with stainless steel appliances. There’s also a parking lot in the rear. For more details on the Lansdowne reach
out to Ms. Hart at 267-331-0071.

The Lansdowne Apartment Open for Business Again
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Congratulations to the Parkside Journal's own Manuel
McDonnell Smith who has been nominated to become
the next president of the Philadelphia Association of
Black Journalists.Mr. Smith has a long history of
journalistic accomplishments behind him and he has
been in the field for twenty-five years.

Holiday Gifts That Will Make You Pretty!

Shop With Me For Holiday Gifts, That Will Make You Pretty!
www.marykay.com/DianaCollins
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End-of-the-Year Clean Out Tips Courtesy of Goodwill
Juli Lundberg- PR Manager

The holidays will be here in no time at all. What
better time to begin your end-of-the-year clean out?
Everyone likes to start the New Year lighter and
brighter and with these tips from Goodwill, you can
do just that!

* Starting is usually the hardest part. Take it “room
by room” and don’t expect to finish in a day.

* Purge your kitchen of the small appliances, pots
and pans, and dishes that are never used. You will be
amazed at how much fresh new space you create!

* Conquer bedroom closets next. A simple rule of
thumb is that if you haven’t worn it in a year, you
probably don’t need it. Don’t forget to sort through
shoes, belts, scarfs and other accessories, too.

* Books, books, books. Everyone seems to
accumulate a lot of these. Pass on the gift of reading
to someone else by donating books you are finished
with them.

* Tackle the basement and garage next looking for
things you never use like old bikes, skates and
sporting good equipment that your family has
outgrown.

*When donating computers, be sure to remove
personal data from hard drives and external storage
devices.

Once your mission is accomplished, you will
probably want to get unwanted stuff out of your
house pronto!

And there is a Goodwill in the neighborhood eager to
graciously accept your gently-used items. Located at
2020 Parkside, The Goodwill Store & Donation Center is
open Monday – Saturday from 9 am to 8 pm and Sunday
noon – 6 pm. All donated items are sold to value
conscious shoppers (and green minded!) with revenues
funding job training programs and career services that
help local residents with disabilities and disadvantages get
to work.

Most people don’t know all the GOOD that Goodwill
does—and it all starts with YOUR donations. . For
example, just down the street at the Dornsife Center,
Goodwill operates The Helms Academy. Here, thanks to
partnerships with Drexel University and The Community
College of Philadelphia, adults 18+ years of age who have
left traditional schooling can take FREE classes to obtain
their high school diploma while simultaneously earning
college credits.

Goodwill believes having a high school diploma is
the single most important marketing tool one needs
to succeed in the workforce. Did I mention that The
Helms Academy is 100% tuition free?!

While there are other places to donate, Goodwill
encourages you to do your homework when deciding
where to give. For example, unattended donation
bins in shopping center parking lots offer tremendous
convenience, but are not always represented
correctly. Many are actually operated by for profit
entities that “rent” a charity’s name and give it a
mere 4-6% of the proceeds. Others feature fictitious
charity names. To ensure your donations support a
charitable cause, verify a charity is legitimate with
the State Attorney General’s Office and visit the
charity’s website to view their most recent annual
report and how they spend funds. Lastly, visit
guidestar.com to see how the charity rates in terms of
accountability and efficient use of funds.

At Goodwill, we welcome donations of gently-used
clothing, accessories, household items, toys,
computers, furniture, electronics, medical equipment,
related items and of course those less than perfect
holiday gifts. For a full listing of items not accepted,
please visit http://goodwillnj.org/material-
donations/Goodwill donation centers are staffed by
courteous donor services attendants and equipped
with computerized kiosks. The donor services
attendant is responsible for helping the donor unload
their car. The donor is then directed to a
computerized kiosk to input their contact information
and what they donated. It then prints out a receipt for
tax purposes. Once inputted into Goodwill’s kiosk
system, donors can go to www.goodwillnj.org; click
the I-DONATE icon; and then view and print their
donation history as well as individualized receipts for
tax purposes. Goodwill is currently the only charity
in the Greater Philadelphia Metropolitan Area that
offers this service. It is ideal for locating misplaced
receipts.

Lastly, as a nonprofit, community-based
organization, all donations to Goodwill are tax
deductible per IRS law. Donors are encouraged to
keep an itemized list of items donated. The IRS
allows a deduction for each item, but the donor
determines each item’s value. Generally, an item’s
value should be based on fair market value—what
the item would sell for in a thrift store. For more
information on determining the value of donations,
please visit www.irs.gov.

Goodwill store in Parkside
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A Fond Farewell to "Dr. B"
by Michael Burch
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Currently he is the Senior Vice President of Education and Science at the
Franklin Institute Science Museum. He’s also the voice behind WURD’s “Color
of Science” radio show heard every third Tuesday from 12pm. to 1pm. on their
station.

Recently Dr. Bertley announced that he will be leaving the Franklin Institute and
moving on from Philadelphia to take the position of president and CEO of The
Center of Science and Industry in Columbus, Ohio. COSI, as it is known around
the country, is a museum of similar size to the Franklin Institute. During his
tenure at the Franklin Institute Dr. Bertley consistently displayed his passion for
Science Education. He has become a national innovator in the field of science
literacy. His particular interest was focused on improving science learning
among diverse groups in Philadelphia. He had a special interest in working with
youth in STEM education. This led him to create both the Color of Science
museum program and later the radio show of the same name. Dr. Bertley leaves
the Franklin Institute at the end of December. We wish him well in his new
venture in Ohio.

Listeners to WURD’s
"Color of Science"
program are probably
very familiar with "Dr.
B" (or as he’s more
formally known as Dr.
Frederic Bertley).

For nearly nine years
now, Dr. Bertley has
been a premiere scientist
and educator here in the
city.

We Deliver Throughout Philadelphia
Call 215-386-5898 and check out our website at

www.spirosfood.com
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41st Street Bridge Open For Business
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THE OPENING OF THE 41st STREET BRIDGE

On Wednesday, November 16th., the New 41st Street Bridge over AMTRAK,, south of
Girard Avenue Opened to Traffic.

Loftus Construction, Inc. performed construction work to completely remove and replace
the old 41st Street Bridge, which had been closed since 1994. The project began in May
2015. Construction costs in amount of $10.8M were financed with 80% federal and 20%
state/Act 26 funds. The bridge’s opening came one month ahead of its December 2016
projection completion date.

The new 41st Street Bridge has a two-span, continuous structure with architectural concrete
parapets and fencing. The roadway includes two travel lanes with wide shoulders and
sidewalks, new street lighting, signing, line striping, ADA curb ramps, and enhanced safety
features, such as, the realignment of the Mantua Avenue and 41st Street intersection.

Indego Bike Share Celebrates One Million Rides

AMantua resident and devoted bicyclist has won the “Philly to a Milli”
contest, commemorating the millionth ride on Indego, Philadelphia’s acclaimed
bike share program – and now he’ll have his favorite station named in his
honor.
The millionth ride took place on November 10th at 7:41 p.m., just ten days after
Indego began its “Philly to a Milli” contest. Calvin Linton, the contest winner
and 49-year-old Mantua resident, admits to working the odds to his favor,
riding 21 times during the contest, and taking most of his trips from the 39th &
Mt. Vernon Indego station near his home. “The reason why I love Indego bike
share is because I can use it anytime and ride, whether it be to the supermarket,
or just to ride to the avenue when I don't feel like walking,” said Linton. “The
baskets are a plus to carry your purchased items.”

To commemorate the milestone -- achieved just 18 months after the program
launch -- Indego will temporarily rename the 39th & Mt. Vernon station in
honor of Linton. The winner hopes this contest encourages others to give
Indego a try: “Indego has impacted my life by me getting out of the house to
get a cardiovascular workout in. I feel GREAT!” He also echoed program
officials’ advice, “Always follow all the rules of the road, be mindful of
vehicles, and wear protective gear.”
In the first ten days of the “Philly to a Milli” contest, Indego riders made more
than 32,000 trips. Indego organizers and supporters will mark the milestone
– and officially name the 39th and Mt. Vernon station after Mr. Linton for the
next six months -- at a celebration planned for early December.

The City of Philadelphia launched Indego in 2015 as the newest form of public
transportation. With more than 1000 self-service bikes and more than 105
stations, Indego offers 24/7 access to the City on your schedule. Indego is an
initiative of the City of Philadelphia and sponsored by Independence Blue
Cross.
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Tips for Couponing at Shoprite
by Niesha Kennedy

4. Stack your coupons! You can stack a
Shoprite Digital Coupon with a Manufacturer
Coupon to maximize savings! Remember that
a digital can only be used once and that's it.
Some have reported that they have used it more
than once but the policy is one and done.

5. Go during a non-peak time. Don’t go when
it’s crowded. Go when it’s slow. It helps you to
stay focused when couponing and the cashiers
are usually more relaxed.

6. Pick your cashier! Don’t go to just any ole
cashier. Look for friendly, helpful cashiers. I
find that younger males usually fit this
description. However, I always try to pick
someone that is happy, smiling and relaxed.
Find your cashier and make them your favorite
and vice versa.

This story comes for a blog site called the
Philadelphia Coupon Group, which is dedicated to the
art of coupon shopping.

These are my top tips for couponing at Shoprite!

1. Know the policy! Visit Shoprite’s website to view
and print their policy. Please note, coupon policies
can vary by store, so stop by the Customer Service
desk and get a copy for that store. Things to know
about most locations: you can use 4 like coupons per
transaction. Most Shoprite markets will double your
coupon up to $1, you can stack a Shoprite coupon
with a manufacturer coupon.

2. Use your Super Coupons! Super Coupons are the
coupons that are included with your circular. You can
usually get these at the supermarket from customer
service or attached to your circular. Most of the time
they will come attached to the circular that you get in
the Sunday paper or with the weekly ads that are
thrown on your porch

3. Use your Digital Coupons! Add your digital
coupons to your Price Plus Card before you go
shopping up until you checkout. I personally add all
the digital coupons to my computer on a Sunday,
when all the coupons are usually available. I find it
easier to just add them all and forget about it. The
computer works best for me because it’s easier to
navigate than the app. You can also use the app as
well to add the digital coupon. The earlier you add,
the better. You can download the Shoprite App here.
You can go here to add Digital Coupons straight from
the website to your card..

Sometimes when a cashier is really impressed, I may
give them extra coupons.

7. Count your coupons!Make sure you count your
coupons before giving them to the cashier to make sure
they take each and every coupon off.

8.Make Self Checkout your friend. Yes you can
coupon at self checkout and often it’s easier to just do it
yourself.

9. Get Rainchecks! If Shoprite is out of stock of a sale
item on your list, save your coupons and get a
raincheck. Once back in stock you can use a raincheck
along with your coupons to get the deal!

10.Be Patient! Golden Rule: Treat others how you
would want to be treated. Be understanding and have
patience. If you run into an issue, make sure that you
have the correct item. Brush up on the store policy and
know it by heart (or have a printed copy ready). Don’t
be afraid to ask for the manager and/or go to customer
service if you need further assistance.

To get more couponing tips visit Niesha's website at
www.philadelphiacoupongroup.wordpress.com

Artwork by Patrice Gardner

Our publisher Michael Burch receiving the Eva Award
for "Excellence in Volunteerism" from Tau Gamma
Delta Sorority. Pictured above are Donnie Bullock,
chapter president, Michael Burch, and Jasmine
Bullock.

Shoprite in Parkwest Town Center in Parkside
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Best Wishes To All The Readers Of The Parkside Journal. Have A Safe And Joyous Holiday Season!
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Please Touch Museum's
The Gift of Warmth

We are collecting children’s outerwear for those in need in our community. From
November 21 through December 13, bring new, unwrapped donated items
– sweaters, scarves, hats, gloves, and socks – to the Museum’s main entrance

hall, and help us give the gift of warmth this holiday season.

Neighborhood Bike Works

In January we'll offer our popular, free Earn-A-Bike class. Youth ages 8-18
can join the class for lessons in bike mechanics. All youth who complete the
class take home a bike, lock, and helmet. We are accepting applications now,

go to:
www.neighborhoodbikeworks.org/programs/earn-a-bike

Class Meets:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00 - 6:00 PM

January 5 - February 23

Parkside Journal HappeningsCLASSIFIED/Job Openings

November 18, 2016 (Philadelphia, PA) – Smith Memorial Playground &
Playhouse will host its annual Winter Wonderland celebration presented by
PECO on Saturday, December 10th from 4pm-6pm. Children 10 and younger and
their caregivers are invited to Smith for festivities that include holiday lights,
messy arts, an ice carving demonstration, gingerbread house building, s’mores
making, and live music.

This event is free for Smith members and $10 per child for non-members.
Admission for adults is free but they must be accompanied by a child. Tickets
and family memberships can be purchased at:
www.smithplayground.ticketleap.com/winter2016

PECO Presents Winter Wonderland at
Smith Memorial Playground, December 10

Calling all qualified Parkside businesses and individuals

Construction on the first phase of the Centennial Commons, the Parkside Edge, is set
to begin in spring 2017. The project sponsor, the Fairmount Park Conservancy is
committed to providing nearby qualified residents and businesses opportunities
pathways to success or opportunities to assist with the construction of this asset.

If you are a business or supplier working in site work contracting, landscaping,
demolition, please go to www.myphillypark.org and click the Parkside Edge Update
button on the right. Fill out the online form and your business will be added to a list

of vendors the Conservancy will provide to all bidders.

The Conservancy is also committed to workforce diversity, inclusion and providing
pathways to upward mobility. Our construction manager has arranged for qualified
individuals to sit for the apprenticeship test for Laborers Local 57. If you or someone
you know is interested in this opportunity, please go to www.myphillypark.org and
click the Parkside Edge Updates button on the right. Either download the PDF or fill

out the online form and project representatives will contact you.

Both completed forms can be emailed to the Conservancy’s Capital Projects
Manager, Chris Dougherty at cdougherty@myphillypark.org or mailed to 1617
JFK Boulevard, Suite 1670, Philadelphia PA, 19103, ATTN: Chris Dougherty.

Please also feel free to call Chris at 215-607-3491 if you have any questions about
this process.

Positions Available

Services
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38th Annual George Washington Carver Science Fair
- Spring 2017

What:
Philadelphia’s premier city-wide science fair open to all students in the city limits:
public, private, Catholic, charter, home school, virtual, and those in placement.
Students can be sponsored by a teacher, an after school program, or partners they

may have in universities.

Who:
4-6 Graders – Elementary Fair - REGISTER OPEN -
7-12 Graders – Secondary Fair - REGISTER OPEN

When and Where:
Elementary (Grades 4-6) at the Academy of Natural Science of Drexel University
Tuesday 2/21/17 2pm – 5pm Student Set Up
Wednesday 2/22/17 12:30pm – 4:30pm Judging Day
Thursday 2/23/17 7am – 7pm Students Pick Up Projects
Friday 3/3/17 1:30pm – 3:30pm Awards Ceremony

Secondary (Grades 7-12) at Temple University Student Athletic Pavilion
Monday 3/13/17 1pm – 5pm Student Set Up
Tuesday 3/14/17 12:30pm – 4:30pm Judging Day
Wednesday 3/15/17 9am – 6pm Students Pick Up Projects
Friday 3/24/17 1:30pm – 3:30pm Awards Ceremony @ Academy of Natural
Science of Drexel University

How do you get involved?

1. Register online now!
2. Plan your experiment with a teacher or sponsor.
3. Start running your experiment or study.
4. Complete your paper application packet and mail it in by Monday, January 9,
2017, to Rachel Cherry, School District of Philadelphia, Education Center, 440 N.
Broad Street, Suite 251; Philadelphia, PA 19130. Online registration does NOT
guarantee participation. You must send in a paper application.

Want more information?
Please visit the website http://www.carversciencefair.org/ or email
science@philasd.org.


