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Parkside Edge Project Edges
Forward!

The Fairmount Park Conservancy is pleased to announce that
the Parkside Edge portion of the Centennial Commons project
has gone out to bid! We hope to award the contract in the next
five weeks and break ground towards the end of April with a
special event in mid-May. Construction is expected to last
approximately six months. Our project will bring traffic
calming, stormwater management, new lighting, plantings and
seating to this edge of West Fairmount Park, along Parkside
Avenue from 41st Street to just past West Memorial Hall Drive.

This is the first project in which the Conservancy has attempted a
hyper-local focus on hiring. In partnership with our amazing
construction management firm, Scungio & Borst, we have been
reaching out to individuals and contractors in Parkside. We
have had successful outreach to community residents – we
signed 12 individuals up for pre-qualification exams with the
carpenters and laborer unions. In terms of bringing on
contractors, we will be giving priority for eligible contractors
based in the surrounding community. The Conservancy’s goal is
to go beyond the standard 12 – 14% city requirement for
minority participation.

We will be communication with the neighborhood as we move
closer to construction. We will provide updates in the Parkside
Journal, on the Centennial Parkside CDC website
(centennialparkside.org/), our website (myphillypark.org ) and
we will flyer residents with information regarding construction,
impacts on parking and estimated opening dates.
Thanks to the Parkside community for their patience and support
of this project!

Celebrating 10 Years of Community Heritage
by Nikia Brown

Summer is quickly approaching and with it comes the annual call for spring celebrations. Deep green
leaves will visit again the tall trees that line Parkside Avenue. The rush of children running from one
summer program to the next will once again fill the streets. Neighborhood businesses will soon ready their
shelves with refreshing items, while cultural organizations prepare new experiences for frequent visitors
and tourists alike. As the season changes, the air is filled with expectations of warm weather and residents
look forward to the plethora of community offerings that await them. On June 3, Parkside will welcome
the summer with two community-wide festivals that draw hundreds of residents to their corridors on an
annual basis: The West Park Arts Fest and Festival @ ParkWest Town Center.

This year, the West Park Arts Fest and Festival @ ParkWest Town Center share the same 10-year
anniversary, and will be joining efforts to maximize the experience for festival-goers. Guided historic
trolleys beginning and ending at the West Park Arts Fest will connect both festivals to ensure that visitors
have the opportunity to experience both events. Festival goers will also benefit from a scenic tour through
Fairmount Park’s Centennial District.

The West Park Arts Fest was created by the West Park Cultural Center in 2008 as a vehicle to promote
cultural diversity, celebrate the arts, and bring people together across neighborhoods. “Many of our
festival goers have expressed how much they like the family atmosphere and cultural diversity,” says
Betty Lindley, Executive Director of the West Park Cultural Center. Lindley champions the efforts of the
diverse partners that contribute to the success of the program each year. “The festival embraced
partnership and has over the years been made possible in great part to the participation of many arts,
cultural, and community partners.”

continued on page 11

Vibrant and festive Spring in Parkside!!
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Centennial Park CDC Awarded $10,000 by U.S. Energy Dept, Selected to Participate in National Solar Competition

Recently, Centennial Parkside CDC announced that
it was selected from an early set of applicants to
participate in the U.S. Department of Energy SunShot
Initiative’s Solar in Your Community Challenge, a $5
million prize competition aimed to expand solar
electricity access.

Awarded $10,000 in technical assistance, Centennial
Parkside CDC will use this money over the next 18
months to develop innovative solar projects that enable
the Parkside neighborhood in Philadelphia to go solar.

“We are thrilled that our team was selected to join the
Challenge,” said Christopher Scott, President of
Centennial Parkside CDC. “Our project will benefit
the people of Parkside, and demonstrate an innovative
new business model that can scale city and statewide.”

Centennial Parkside CDC will join dozens of other
teams from around the country in their pursuit of solar
projects and programs that expand solar access to low
and moderate income households and non-profit
organizations.

All teams will compete for $1 million in final prizes
which will be awarded by judges based on each project
or program’s innovation, impact, and replicability.

The CDC will develop 1,250kW of solar to sell energy
to the local cultural institutions. The power will benefit
both the cultural institutions and the revenue derived
from selling the power will be recycled back into
community to support programs and services that
benefit residents of Parkside. This will be the first such
project of its kind and scale in the city Philadelphia.

About the Solar in Your Community Challenge

The Solar in Your Community Challenge, sponsored by
the U.S. Department of Energy SunShot Initiative and
administered by SUNY Polytechnic Institute, is a $5
million prize competition that aims to expand solar
access to low and moderate income households; and
state, local, and tribal governments; and non-profit
organizations.

The application deadline to be considered as team or
expert for the challenge was March 17, 2017.
More information about the selected teams and the
Solar in Your Community Challenge is at
www.solarinyourcommunity.org.

About the SunShot Initiative

The U.S. Department of Energy SunShot Initiative is a
national effort to drive down the cost of solar
electricity and support solar adoption. SunShot aims to
make solar energy a low cost electricity source for all
Americans through research and development efforts
in collaboration with public and private partners.
Learn more at energy.gov/sunshot.
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“Having served on the Please Touch Museum board
for the past 10 years, I am thrilled to step into this
leadership role at such an exciting point in
institutional history,” Traynor noted. “The
organization has positioned itself for success and
continued growth through our commitment to a
number of strategic initiatives, including expanding
the Board of Trustees. We welcomed six new
members just yesterday, with plans to grow much
further. Our new members’ range in age,
background, and expertise exemplify our efforts to
engage fiduciary and strategic advisors to the
Museum who represent the diversity of the
communities that the Museum
serves.”
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In 2016, while the Museum welcomed more than
490,000 visitors, provided free or deeply discounted
admission to more than 65,000 children and families
in need, hosted over 16,000 Philadelphia
schoolchildren free of admission charge, and
provided support for more Art-Reach ACCESS
cardholders this year than all other participating
organizations combined, the organization
simultaneously took on the task of reimagining a
strategic vision that would lay the path to do more.

“We are in a decidedly critical time for the future of
our children, and children’s museums are rising to
meet an ever-growing need to support and provide
early learning that builds a foundation for success in
the 21st century,” said Please Touch Museum
President & CEO Patricia D. (Trish) Wellenbach.
“Driven by our new mission and promise, Please
Touch Museum will answer that call.”

The result is both inspirational and aspirational:

The new mission: Change a child’s life as they
discover the power of learning through play. The
promise: To be a leader in 21st century children’s
museums as a key resource of learning through play,
and expand our reach and impact in the Philadelphia
region.

Framed by the new mission and promise, Please
Touch Museum 2020 includes a series of guiding
principles that will direct Please Touch Museum's
work in the coming years, as well as strategy

Please Touch Museum Embraces New Mission, Promise; Announces
New Strategic Plan and Additions to the Board of Trustees

by Alice Emerson
Recently the Please Touch Museum introduced a
new strategic plan and vision for the beloved
Philadelphia institution that will guide its
philosophy, operations, and overall institutional
direction for the coming years. Centered around a
newly emboldened mission and promise, Please
Touch Museum 2020: Reimagining Play to
Empower 21st Century Learners refocuses the
Museum’s vision and sets the course for its future as
a leading engine of and advocate for the learning
through play that is critical for early childhood
development.

points and goals that will enhance every department
within the organization. The Museum is committed
to reimagining the ways that its play-based
experiences empower learning through connecting
exhibits and programming in innovative ways that
center around contemporary skill-building and
understanding, and bolstering the capacity for
excellence and sustainability across all facets of the
institution, from staff to the Board of Trustees.

This work has already begun. The Museum opened a
new permanent exhibit that recreates the iconic
Bassetts Ice Cream stand in November 2016, and
will renovate its existing Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia exhibition in February of this year.
Please Touch has also committed to bringing the
Children’s Museum of Manhattan’s feature exhibit
America to Zanzibar: Muslim Cultures Far and Near
to Philadelphia in 2019, and is in the planning stages
for Centennial Innovations, a new original exhibit
that will bring the story and relevance of
Philadelphia’s 1876 Centennial Exhibition to life for
today’s children and families as they imagine the
future together.
During the presentation at The Union League of
Philadelphia, Wellenbach presented these plans
publicly for the first time to business and cultural
leaders, local influencers, and stakeholders. The
event also featured remarks from newly confirmed
Chair of the Please Touch Museum Board of
Trustees, Kristen Vieira Traynor.

Please Touch Museum, Fairmount Park

(from left) Chief Education Officer Otis Hackney, PTM
President & CEO Patricia D. Wellenbach, PTM Board
Chair Kristen Vieira Traynor, and Chief Academic Support
Officer Cheryl Logan
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THE MANN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS LAUNCHES NEW FRONTIERS FESTIVAL INSPIRED
BY NASA ASTRONAUT AND PHILADELPHIA NATIVE COL. GUION BLUFORD, JR.

The Mann will mount its fourth consecutive festival this Spring titled New Frontiers:
Launch, Explore, Discover. The festival, which was announced today during a Black
History Month celebration, will feature an inspiring collection of original, artistic
programming linking the arts and sciences. New Frontiers is a six-month festival
inspired by the 75th birthday of Colonel Guion Stewart Bluford, Jr., pioneering
NASA astronaut, Philadelphia native and the first African American in space.

“Presenting curatorial festivals has become central to the Mann’s strategic vision as
we work to reflect our commitment to artistic excellence, collaboration and
community focus through unprecedented programming,” said Catherine M. Cahill,
president and CEO of the Mann. “This year’s festival presents an opportunity to not
only join with many of our longstanding partners, but also to join with new partners
of art and science to present exciting new programming that takes the Mann beyond
our walls and into the community.”

Through a series of arts initiatives, signature performances and educational projects,
audiences of all ages will be encouraged to learn about Bluford’s legacy, to take a
greater interest in space exploration and its core subjects of math and science, and to embody in their everyday lives the daring ambition to launch, explore and discover. New
Frontiers is presented by the Mann in partnership with NEWorks Productions. “Colonel Bluford is an American hero and NEWorks Productions is thrilled to extend our
partnership with the Mann to develop this festival in his honor. His life embodies the true spirit of daring achievement. We have curated this festival with a range of
programming that will undoubtedly inspire audiences of all ages to launch, explore and discover,” said Nolan Williams, Jr., the Mann’s festival artistic director.

Bluford, whose career serves as an important backdrop for the festival, is an American aerospace engineer, retired U.S. Air Force officer and former NASA astronaut. He
launched his career as a NASA astronaut in 1979 and, just four years later, became the first African American in space, participating in four Space Shuttle flights between
1983 and 1992. Bluford was inducted into the International Space Hall of Fame in 1997 and the United States Astronaut Hall of Fame in 2010. On Nov. 22, he will celebrate
his 75th birthday.

The festival events, which aim to inspire others through Bluford’s pioneering spirit, include in-school participatory workshops and performances, a stargazing event in
collaboration with the Philadelphia Science Festival presented by The Franklin Institute, newly commissioned works and a Mann main stage concert with The Philadelphia
Orchestra.

Colonel Guin Bluford

story continued on page 9
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Philadelphia, PA (February 23, 2017) – Governor Tom Wolf announced last month that LCFS’ West
Philadelphia Senior Community Center has been awarded $19,000 in grant monies from the
Pennsylvania Lottery. WPSCC will use the critically needed funds to replace deteriorating equipment
in its fitness center. “Our equipment hasn’t been upgraded since we opened in 2006. Now, with our
funding, we can replace the old equipment with two new treadmills, a stationary bike, an elliptical
machine, and a combination machine for upper and lower body workouts,” says WPSCC Program
Manager Rose Richardson.

WPSCC’s fitness center has been a vital hub for hundreds of West Philadelphia seniors over the last
decade, yet Rose expects the infusion of new equipment to help increase participation even
more—by at least 20%. The modernization of the equipment, she says, will eliminate deficiencies
that currently allow only 10 people to work out simultaneously.

Rose owes the popularity of the fitness center to several factors. “Many local seniors cannot afford
membership to commercial fitness centers or would feel uncomfortable in such venues. Furthermore,
older adults choose to work out at WPSCC because it provides an inclusive community of support
and encouragement that helps them meets their goals,” she says.

The West Philadelphia Senior Community Center is located at 1016 N. 41st Street. Basic
membership for seniors 50 and better costs nothing, and upgraded memberships are available at
nominal cost.

The West Philadelphia Senior Community Center (WPSCC) improves the lives of 4,000 older adults
through social services, initiatives that help to remediate food insecurity and poor nutrition, outreach
to homebound seniors, support groups, and fitness and life enrichment programs. WPSCC is
managed by LCFS, a member of the Liberty Lutheran family of services, with funds from the
Philadelphia Corporation of Aging and the Pennsylvania Department of Aging. For more
information, visit westphilaseniorcenter.org.

$19,000 Grant Paves Way to Modernize West Philly Senior Fitness
Center

Remedy Spring Fever at Play-A-Palooza 2017
Smith Memorial Playground’s Seasonal

Playground Grand Opening Party

As “Spring fever” spreads, Smith Memorial Playground &
Playhouse will celebrate Play-A-Palooza, its seasonal playground
grand opening party on Saturday, March 25, 2016 from 12pm
- 4pm. Families will enjoy nature exploration, carnival games, arts
and crafts, and other special activities in the 6 1/2 acre Playground
before the official start of Playground season.

Several local partners, including Al-Bustan Seeds of Culture,
Philadelphia Museum of Art’s Art Splash program, National
Audubon Society, Philadelphia Parks & Recreation’s Grow Up
Green program, The Hacktory, Let’s Go Outdoors, Northeast
Treatment Centers, Philly Tutors, READ by 4th, Soccer Shots, So
Love Autistic Center, Tinkergarten, and the Free Library of
Philadelphia’s Words at Play program will help present the day’s
activities. Healthy snacks will be provided by Costco Wholesale,
Herr’s, and Wawa. Smith’s Executive Director Meg Wise noted that
“Play-a-Palooza is one of the happiest days of the year. We are
thrilled to reopen the Playground after the winter, and can’t wait to
welcome families back for days of play at Smith.”

Play-A-Palooza is free for Smith members or $10 per child for non-
members (accompanying adults free). Get a head start on the
Playground season by RSVP’ing or purchasing advance tickets and
memberships at:
https://smithplayground.ticketleap.com/playapalooza2017



All of the preliminary work to bring
Harriet Tubman to the 20-dollar bill was
taken under the Obama administration
and now in the era of Donald Trump, one
has to wonder, will we ever see a
Tubman?

Trump has expressed his adulation for
Andrew Jackson in the past and he has a
portrait of the seventh president in his
oval office.

Last year when word was announced by
then Secretary of the Treasury John Lew
that Tubman would replace Jackson
Trump remarked, "Well, Andrew
Jackson had a great history, and I think
it's very rough when you take somebody
off the bill," He later went on to say “I
think Harriet Tubman is fantastic, but I
would love to leave Andrew Jackson or
see if we can maybe come up with
another denomination."

Both Ben Carson and Donald Trump
have suggested perhaps the 2-dollar bill
would be more appropriate for Harriett
Tubman. The 2-dollar bill was never a
popular currency and its last production
run was in 2013. With these kinds of
comments coming from the new
president, only time will tell if we will
truly see Harriet Tubman on the
20-dollar bill.

The Parkside Journal

Possible image of Harriet Tubman on the $20 bill

Last year there was ANOTHER campaign
going on that many of us missed. That
campaign was the effort to get a woman
on the face of the 20-dollar bill,
championed by an organization called,
"Women on 20s." They succeeded in
getting approval for Harriet Tubman to
replace the image of Andrew Jackson, a
known slave trader and architect of the
"Trail of Tears" which forcibly removed
native Americans from their ancestral
lands, on the 20-dollar Bill. If all this
comes to be, Tubman would be the first
African American to be placed on
American trading currency, a major
accomplishment considering she was
born a slave. Her story is a testament of a
true American hero who escaped from
slavery in 1849 to come to Philadelphia.
She returned to the south many times to
lead other escaped slaves to freedom via
the underground railroad. She was a
freedom fighter and spy for the union
army during the civil war. It is very
appropriate that she replace the image of
Andrew Jackson.

In the online voting petition, more than
600,000 votes were cast to choose what
historically famous woman would replace
Jackson on the $20. Harriett Tubman
came out with the most votes followed by
Eleanor Roosevelt and Rosa Parks. The
prospect of the new bills has been
received mostly favorably by the public at
large, they’ve even begun calling them by
a nickname “Tubmans”. But the new bills
are not even in circulation yet, and are not
planned to be released until sometime
after 2020. This late issuance of the
Tubman bills brings into question if we
will ever see them.
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President Trump, Harriet Tubman and the $20
Dollar Bill by Michael Burch

It's Tax REFUND Time!
Get Your Money Back!!!

Excellent Choice Tax Services

Federal and State Income Tax Returns
Small Business Accounting

Wills, Probate, Inheritance and
Estate Taxes Filed
Deed Transfers

Property Tax Rebates
484-437-1711

Jeanette Y. Gray, M.B.A.

Your Tax Preparer and Inheritance Tax
Specialist.....for Life!!

WEWILL COME TO YOU!!
H&R Block Trained with Less Fees

DISCOUNT prices for All!
Call now or save this ad!

484-437-1711
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THE MANN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS LAUNCHES
NEW FRONTIERS FESTIVAL INSPIRED BY NASA ASTRONAUT AND

PHILADELPHIA NATIVE COL. GUION BLUFORD, JR.S
continued from page 4

During the main stage concert entitled The Heavens are Telling (July 25), Bluford will be in attendance and
will be honored for his spirit of discovery and his important contributions to history. The festival will culminate
with Super Solar Saturday (Aug. 19), a free community day at the Mann featuring family fun and entertainment
and a free movie screening of Hidden Figures. Several of the events will be free and open to the public.

The Mann’s 2017 community festival is under the direction of the Mann’s festival artistic director, Nolan
Williams, Jr., one of the country’s foremost producers of inspirational arts programming, and Rhoda Blount,
vice president of education and community engagement for the Mann. Williams’ work has been performed at
the White House, the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and by the National Symphony
Orchestra.

Unique Partnerships

The festival is presented by the Mann Center for the Performing in partnership with The Philadelphia
Orchestra, The Franklin Institute, the Free Library of Philadelphia and NEWorks Productions. Festival program
partners include the African American Museum of Philadelphia and Clef Club of Philadelphia. In addition,
KIPP DuBois Collegiate Academy, Global Leadership Academy, Gesu School and Our Mother of
Sorrows/Saint Ignatius of Loyola will serve as festival partner schools.
The festival is supported by Bank of America, Cigna, Independence Blue Cross, Merck, Pitcairn, The Presser
Foundation, PWC, Republic Bank, TD Bank, USLI, Universal Health Services and Wells Fargo. Festival
support was also provided by the Lenfest Foundation.

For a full schedule of events and programs go to www.MannCenter.org

Centennial Parkside CDC continues to grow with the addition of Mr. Chris Spahr as the new Executive
Director of the CDC. Centennial Parkside has already been making positive strides in the community this year
by recently receiving a grant from the, Department of Energy, to explore innovative projects that can bring
solar energy development into the community. Please see our article on page 2 for more on that story. Chris
has only been with the CDC since January, having moved back here from Wisconsin with his wife and
daughter, but he’s hit the ground running since then.

Chris was born in western Pa. but, as a child, he often visited family in the city of Philadelphia. It is here in
Philadelphia that helped develop his interest in city planning. Chris is working towards his PhD. In Urban and
Regional planning from the University of Wisconsin. He brings that skill set to the Parkside region. In
addition to working on the new solar grant, Chris will also be overseeing the renovations currently going on at
their new headquarters in the Letitia House in Fairmount park. Letitia house is a small historic house that
Parkside residents have probably walked or driven by many times and did not notice. The house is small but it
has a big history in Philadelphia. It is believed that the house was once owned by William Penn’s daughter.
It’s another of these hidden gems in Fairmount Park. The house has been in its current location, near the zoo,
since the Centennial of 1876. It will now serve a new function as the hub of activities, for the area, as the new
home of the Centennial Parkside CDC. Be on the lookout for notices of the grand opening of the building,
planned for later this summer. I asked Chris what he would like to say to the residents of Parkside, here is his
reply:

“I have always considered West Philadelphia as an important part of my personal history. East Parkside has its
own history and is one of the most beautiful neighborhoods in the city of Philadelphia. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve such a vibrant place. I look forward to long conversations on front porches and in
neighborhood playgrounds to learn more about the concerns and aspirations of the East Parkside community. I
will do all that I can to provide support and leadership in helping East Parkside grow in a way that is
supportive of the aspirations of the existing residents while also being welcoming to newcomers.”

The Parkside Journal welcomes you to Parkside. You can reach Chris Spahr by email at
cspahr@centennialparkside.org.

New Executive Director Joins the Centennial Parkside CDC



Hidden No More by Juanita Alexander

Black women in particular, however, in
the West Computing Wing at Langley,
knew that if they did not successfully
endure the long hours and high stakes
atmosphere at NASA (National
Aeronautics and Space Administration),
the door of opportunity might be closed
for future generations of African-
American women.

When HIDDEN FIGURES was first
published amid a flurry of expectation
and hometown pride, I shared my feelings
of excitement with Mike Burch, my
colleague on this paper and the publisher
of the Parkside Journal.
Mike shared my joy that the
accomplishments of these pioneering
Black women finally being publicized
and recognized for all the world to see.
He said to me, "I have been teaching
science for over thirty years. I have all
kinds of books and materials about
NASA and space exploration. During my
youth Black History Month activities I
have always made a special effort to seek
out and share information about Blacks
who have achieved in math and science.
Yet, I have never come across the names
of these women until now".

The Parkside Journal

As most of the regular readers of the
Parkside Journal know, I am the co-editor
of the Parkside Journal. Having taught
for over thirty years in the public schools
(University City High) of Philadelphia, I
feel forever bonded to Philly and share
the city's hopes, dreams, challenges, and
traditions. However, I am also strongly
bonded to my hometown of Hampton,
Virginia. Hampton is also, of course, the
home of the "HIDDEN FIGURES"
phenomenon. Since March is Women's
History Month, I feel this is an
appropriate time to 'continue' the
discussion about the significance of both
the book and the movie for our young
people living in urban centers like
Philadelphia.

HIDDEN FIGURES explains how
women, both black and white, worked
diligently at Hampton's Langley Research
Center during the 1950's and 1960's, but
without the proper recognition of their
vital contributions to America's space
program.
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Dr. Christine Darden (center) is shown at the conclusion of her speech
with Rev. Ronald Ramsey (left) and Juanita Alexander, Parkside Journal
Co-editor, (right).

HIDDEN FIGURES shows that stories of
positive Black achievement no longer
need to linger overlooked in the shadows
of history. We only have to follow the
example of Hidden Figures author
Margot Lee Shetterly and take the time
and effort to bring them to light.

I know that Philadelphia is rich in stories
of 'ordinary' people doing extraordinary
things. Let's take the time to seek them
out in our families and neighborhoods. I
feel that Hidden Figures can serve as an
inspiration to our minority youth and
female students who are still under
represented in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) related studies and
careers.

For me the highlight of this year's Black
History Month activities, was the
dynamic presentation given to my church
family by Dr. Christine Darden on the
last Sunday in February. I was honored
and pleased when she agreed to be our
church's 11 am Worship Speaker. She is
a long time Hampton resident with
strong ties of friendship to St. Cyprian's
Church. Dr. Darden is a key figure
whose experiences are detailed in both
the regular and Young Readers' Edition
of Hidden Figures. As a retired NASA
data analyst and engineer, she had a
wealth of information to share about the
challenges she faced as a Black woman
working at Langley's NASA.

Dr. Darden also spoke passionately about
the importance of STEM education.
Despite President Trump's promise to
"bring back" traditional manufacturing
jobs, Dr. Darden's blunt message was
that those days "are over" and that
traditional assembly line work is being
increasingly "taken over" by robots. She
informed her captivated audience that in
the "high tech factories" of the future, the
good high paying jobs would go to those
with the skills to PROGRAM the robots
who are doing more of the work formerly
done by humans.

Dr. Darden at speaking engagement

Her message was encouraging and
inspiring but she did not 'sugar coat'
anything. She emphasized that achieving
proficiency in math and science was hard
work but that the end result made it
worthwhile. You may access her
inspiring speech by going to the You
Tube Channel: St. Cyprian's Episcopal
Church--Hampton, Va.

I conclude by strongly urging all our
readers to not only see the movie but to
also READ and DISCUSS the book with
your children or the youth you regularly
interact with. With fortitude and
determination our stories can continue to
be told and be HIDDEN NO MORE!!!!
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Lindley is excited about the Center’s new collaboration with the Fairmount Park
Conservancy and Global Philadelphia Association. “This represents a major milestone
for the West Park Arts Fest and builds on the original mission,” prides Lindley.
“Through this joint effort we are taking the West Park Arts Fest to the next level with
increased participation and greater awareness of West Fairmount Park and surrounding
communities,” she adds.

The Fairmount Park Conservancy is equally grateful for the partnership as they feel this
opportunity is directly aligned with their mission “to bring positive, family friendly
activities to park spaces.” Jennifer Mahar, Senior Director of Civic Initiatives, feels the
collaboration is timely with the festival moving from its usual venue, School of the
Future, to West Fairmount Park. “The shift requires a whole new set of logistics,” says
Mahar. “Our Special Events Coordinator has years of experience in organizing large-
sale outdoor events and we were more than happy to help!”

The Global Philadelphia Association was born shortly after the West Park Arts Fest and
has since grown tremendously in size and form. Since November 2015, the
Association, in partnership with the City of Philadelphia, has been executing a World
Heritage City initiative that capitalizes on the city’s diverse historical and cultural
assets. John Smith, Board Chair of the Association, often says, “Our World Heritage
City should be a city of the world’s heritages.” “We see the opportunity to work with
the various organizations in the Parkside community as a way to explore how we can
bring that concept to life, and have enjoyed our many interactions with the
community,” Smith shared.

The Executive Director of the Association, Zabeth Teelucksingh, has a fondness for the
Parkside community and enjoys driving pass the Victorian-style homes during her
weekly trips to the international market. Regarding the Association’s affiliation with
the Arts Fest, Teelucksingh remarks, “Parkside through its numerous constituents
epitomizes much of what is global in Philadelphia. We look forward to helping relay
that story to the international community in the region and beyond.”

The Festival @ ParkWest Town Center has several partnerships of its own and each
member is eager to make this year’s festival the town square of all town squares. On
March 1, Executive Director of West Philadelphia Financial Services, Jim Burnett,
convened the first planning meeting with attendees from various organizations in the
community. Some attendees included representatives from The Goldenberg Group,
Parkside Association, Global Leadership Academy, Discovery Charter School, and
West Philadelphia Neighborhood Libraries.

The Festival @ ParkWest Town Center is the annual celebration of the joint venture
between West Philadelphia Financial Services and The Goldenberg Group. This June
marks the 10th anniversary of ParkWest Town Center’s grand opening and
commemorates the active involvement of community members since its establishment.
“We created this festival to thank our shoppers,” says Burnett. Before the installation of
the Town Center, West Parkside was a food desert with little to no access to fresh
foods.

When asked about the significance of the annual festival, Burnett points to, “resident
ownership of their community.” Timothy Smith of The Goldenberg Group adds, “the
festival is about generating greater community pride and is a celebration of the asset
that this Center is to the community. This is the ethos of Goldengberg.” Smith says he
enjoys working for a company that uses its assets to do meaningful work.

Celebrating 10 Years of Community Heritage
by Nikia Brown

continued from page 1

The two also discussed the social and educational impact of the festival. “It’s like a
family reunion,” said Burnett with a childlike grin on his face. The festival provides an
opportunity for community residents to reconnect and build new alliances. The diligent
efforts of students are also recognized as carefully selected seniors from neighboring
high schools receive scholarship awards on an annual basis. The festival is in short, “a
groundswell of community pride,” offered Smith.

Burnett, Lindley, and their respective partners are highly anticipant of both festivals 10-
year anniversary celebration. With the two festivals occurring the same day, they expect
the events to draw a new and larger audience, promote Parkside's historic and cultural
heritage, and generate a deeper level of civic pride and engagement.
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