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Fairmount Park Conservancy Breaks Ground on Centennial
Commons Project

by Michael Burch

“Centennial Commons is an outstanding example of
what happens when our public agencies work
together to bring innovative projects to our Parks and
Recreation facilities,” said Philadelphia Mayor Jim
Kenney. “I want to thank the leadership at Parks and
Recreation, Water Department, Streets Department,
and Commerce Department for sharing my vision for
a cleaner, greener city for all Philadelphia residents. I
also want to thank Fairmount Park Conservancy,
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, and
William Penn Foundation for their leadership on the
Centennial Commons project.”

After speaking to the larger audience gathered the
Mayor found the time to stop and talk to us and
answer a few questions. I asked him what his
thoughts were on the Parkside community and how
this new park will enhance the neighborhood.

“I see Parkside as a jewel that’s in need of a little
bit of polishing” said Mayor Kenney. “The Parks
and Rec people have done a good job maintaining
but they we were in need of an infusion of outside
resources. Every neighborhood in our city should
have amenities like this, a place where our elderly,
can come and relax and where our children can enjoy
recreational activities."

Mayor Kenney speaking at Fairmount Park
Conservancy's groundbreaking event on April 20th.

Mayor Kenney continued to elaborate on other
related issues such as how funds from project rebuild
will help fund Parks, libraries and recreation centers
around the city.

continued on page 2

Last month there was a special ceremony held on

Parkside Avenue in Fairmount Park. It was the
groundbreaking program to formally recognize the start of
construction on Phase 1 of the Centennial Commons
project. This venture is a major initiative of the Fairmount
Park Conservancy.

This project is designed to create a more welcoming
public space along Parkside Avenue from 41st and
Parkside to Belmont Avenue. If you are a regular reader of
the Parkside Journal, then you may be somewhat familiar
with the project for we have often written about its
planned start. The new layout designed by Studio Bryan
Hanes will include innovative play spaces for kids and
young people, seating areas, a rain garden, and better
access for Parkside residents to nearby cultural
institutions. The groundbreaking took place on April 20th
and is considered the physical start of the project. The
expected completion time will be the Fall of 2017.

Centennial Commons is part of the national Reimagining
the Civic Commons initiative, which seeks to counter
growing economic and social fragmentation in our cities
by revitalizing and connecting parks, libraries,
community centers and other public spaces. In 2015,
Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park Conservancy and local
partners embarked on a three-year, $11 million pilot
project of Reimagining the Civic Commons, supported
by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and the
William Penn Foundation. The project has since added
additional partners and expanded to four other cities.

The work that has begun is only Phase 1 of the
Centennial Commons project, called “Parkside
Neighborhood Edge.” This work will make it easier for
pedestrians to cross Parkside Avenue, where they will be
able to rest on new bench swings and benches or stroll
among new ornamental plantings and trees – including
68 new shade trees and over 42 species of perennials,
grasses, and shrubs covering 67,000 square feet.

Pictured above is the official ground breaking ceremony for the start of the Centennial Commons project in Parkside. Mayor
Kenney, not pictured above, was also on hand for the ceremony.
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Fairmount Park Conservancy Breaks Ground on Centennial Commons Project
continued from page 1
by Michael Burch

Many local residents were on hand for this event. it was a big deal in Parkside. Residents are
pleased to see the improvements to the park but many are uncertain as to what it means to their
futures. Updates to the park system in Parkside is wonderful but just across the street is the
Parkside community. A community that has suffered through years of disinvestment. It remains
to be seen how this new park will positively affect the people that live here. One resident asked
me at the event "what does this mean for me, I don't use the park and I still don't have a
laundromat around the corner."

Joyce Smith from Viola Street Residents Association and Centennial Development Corporation
had a speaking role at the ceremony and represents the community on many issues.

Joyce Smith knows the improvements are going to make the park more user friendly, but she
also hopes this will lead to greater investment in the part of the community where the residents
live and not lead to the removal of current residents. Longtime residents Joe Clark and Harmon
Thurman also have fond memories of the Park and both are concerned about the community’s
future. These longtime residents have been the stewards of this community and the park for
many years. Let’s work together to bring about a bright future for Parkside!Here we have two longtime residents of Parkside, Harmon Thurman and

Ronald Colemen
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Wynnefield Apartment Residents
To Be Evicted

Michael Burch

Residents of Wynnefield’s Penn Wynn House have been served

with a mass eviction notice. Tenants have been given until the end
of May to leave the apartment complex, their homes. This move
comes as owners of the complex prepare to begin a major renovation
project that will displace hundreds of residents. With the continued
growth of development in Philadelphia these types of stories are no
longer rare, but no less painful to the neighborhood residents they
effect. Penn Wynn House has some 240 apartments and many of the
residents there are senior citizens, retired veterans, people with
limited mobility or on fixed incomes. For many of them finding
new lodgings is a challenge made doubly hard when trying to do this
in little over a month’s time. After interviewing some of the
residents it’s clear that this all began when new owners purchased
the building in December 2016.

According to resident Willie Mobley “soon after that the letters
started being stuck on apartment doors” eviction letters. The tenants
have had little communication with the new owners, and many don’t
see a way forward.

In early May, some of the residents partnered with the Philadelphia
Tenants Union, to hold a demonstration outside the Penn Wynn
house. PTU is a tenant-led organization dedicated to winning safe,
decent, and affordable housing for renters in Philadelphia. The
demonstration held outside the Penn Wynn House was planned to
bring awareness to their plight. The Tenants Union is asking the new
owners to give the tenants an extension of three months and to return
security deposits in full. Residents could use this money as they seek
new housing in the area. Members of the press were there along
with many onlookers. Councilman Curtis Jones was on hand to
speak to the crowds and he stated that he would introduce legislation
concerning unfair eviction practices during city council session in
May. The Parkside Journal will continue to follow this story, look
for updates on our website at:
www.parksidepournal@wordpress.com

Parkside Welcomes Early Childhood Montessori
Education
by Jasmine Bullock

Education is the foundation of our society. Finding a quality school is paramount to many parents and it

starts when children are babies. The Today’s Future, Tomorrow’s Promise Montessori School (TFTP),
located at 5070 Parkside Avenue, is providing the quality service families are looking for. As the only
Montessori school within a two mile radius, TFTP is providing something new and refreshing to the
community for early learners. The Montessori teaching method dates back to 1907 when Dr. Maria
Montessori began the Children’s House in a low income district in Rome. She began her school based on
scientific observations of children from birth to adulthood. It is an approach that values the human spirit
and the development of the whole child—physical, social, emotional, and cognitive. The Montessori
method of education focuses on five pillars. They are uninterrupted work periods, multi-aged classrooms,
child directed work, use of Montessori materials and properly trained Montessori instructors.

TPTF moved to the Parkside neighborhood three years ago. It was the perfect location for the school
because of the growth taking place in the area. The school started with one child and has grown to
approximately 40 children. Approximately 25% of the currently enrolled children are residents of the
area. Head of School, Florence Churchill, decided to focus on the Montessori teaching because it is a
calmer form of teaching that helps to mold children into responsible, independent individuals. This is the
same response the other eight educators and staff had about the teaching philosophy and the environment
TPTF offers to its families. TPTF currently caters to three age groups, infants, toddlers age 2-3 and
preschoolers age 4-5. With the growth of the school, TPTF is looking to add Kindergarten to their
curriculum. In Montessori tradition, student’s transition from class to class based not only on their age but
their academic ability. Churchill rejoiced in saying “That is the beauty of Montessori! We look at the
individual student to see where they are and move forward based on their ability.”

“Montessori is purposeful and deliberate for the development of the child,” said Florence Churchill. The
infant room provides care for babies and 1 year olds that includes tummy time, story time and group and
individual play. The room is divided into sections that cater to different activities. The toddler classroom
at TPTF is considered a Montessori inspired classroom. The children have the opportunity to play but
they also learn life skills. The classroom caters to the child. All the supplies are height appropriate
allowing for the children to develop in a real world setting. The preschool classroom is considered a
Montessori classroom. It is separated into six sections that have different themes. While in this setting,
the young learners continue learning skills for practical life and also begin formal academics.

A staple in the Montessori classroom is organization. The structured classrooms not only make teaching
easier, but also help teach children to focus. During instruction time, children work independently. While
students have the freedom to move freely throughout the classroom to satisfy the never-ending energy of
a young person, there is always one student per working table or learning mat. Not only does this help
with building focus it begins to teach the child about personal space.

continued on page 8

Residents of Penn Wynn House, in Wynnefield, demonstrate forced
eviction notices.
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Parkside Welcome Early Childhood Montessori
Education
by Jasmine Bullock

continued from page 4

TPTF prides itself in taking advantage of all the opportunities the community has to
offer. They frequently expose the children to the cultural institutions in the area. They
have also expanded life skills lessons by visiting local businesses such as Shop Rite and
Monster Pets, allowing the children to have age appropriate nutrition and veterinary
workshops.

School Leader, Florence Churchill communicated that TPTF caters to the entire family
unit. They encourage parents to be involved in their children’s education from an early
age. School personnel provide families with materials that explain the Montessori
pedagogy in the hopes of some of the strategies being used in the home. Parents have
also organized a PTA where they sponsor monthly cultural events for the children. The
fathers have a group, Fathers Lead, Fathers Read, where they read to the school
children regularly.

TPTF moved into the community to reach children who wouldn’t otherwise have the
opportunity to get a Montessori education based on location or economic status. With
this goal inspiring everything they do, TPTF is quickly becoming a staple in the
community balancing the extensive educational opportunities offered to young people
in the area. To find out more about Today’s Promise Tomorrow’s Future visit their
website at www.todayspromisemontessori.com.

Keep up To Date with the Parkside Journal by
following us on our website at

www.parksidejournal@wordpress.com

You may have seen the hard-working guys, pictured above, working around Parkside.
They are part of a program from the Centennial Parkside CDC called the Ambassadors
program. In an effort to learn more about this program, I contacted Chris Spahr, the
executive Director of Centennial Parkside and asked him some questions.

PJ: Can you tell me what the Ambassadors program is all about?

CS: The Ambassador Pilot Program helps to achieve one of the goals of the Centennial
Parkside CDC, which is to clean and beautify the corridors of East Parkside. To do
this, the ambassadors are sweeping streets, cleaning vacant lots, and working to combat
illegal dumping in the community.
Our hope is that this will encourage residents and business owners to keep their
sidewalks and lots clean and beautiful and extend their concern to vacant lots and
alleyways in the neighborhood. It is also a sign that East Parkside is no longer a place
where people can illegally dump garbage. Rather, we hope that this program will
empower residents to take control of their neighborhood and demand an end to illegal
dumping.

PJ: How many staff currently and what is their service area?

CS: There are currently three staff members and their initial focus areas are vacant lots,
40th and 41st streets from the bridges to Girard Avenue, and Girard Avenue from 40th
Street to 38th Street.

PJ: Do you have a plan to expand the program?

CS: This project, supported by the Knight Foundation and Brandywine Realty, is
currently funded through October but the CDC is pursuing additional funding to extend
and expand the program.

PJ: One more thing, if residents should need help with a neighborhood problem, can
they request help?

CS: Yes, if residents request help from the Ambassadors, this information will be
relayed to management at the CDC, who can then add this to the work plan. Residents
can also contact the CDC directly to request help with any specific neighborhood
problems.

PJ: Thank you for answering our questions.

Our thanks to all members of the ambassadors program, seen here are Tracy Reed,
Quentin Drew and John McFadden.
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Congratulations to Jelisa Johnson for Graduating from Community
College Of Philadelphia!

Graduation isn't the closing of a door, it's the opening of a thousand!
We love you Jelisa!
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REMEMBERING A LEGEND
2017 Jackie Robinson Day Celebration in Memorial Park

by Nikia Brown

“He could hit and bunt and steal and run.
He had intimidating skills, and he burned
with a dark fire.” -Roger Kahn, The Boys
of Summer

On April 15, 2017, Parkside community
residents and civic leaders gathered around
the Philadelphia Stars Negro League
Memorial Park to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of Jackie Robinson’s debut as
the first African American to enter Major
League Baseball (MLB). Robinson broke
the color barrier in MLB when he joined
the Brooklyn Dodgers on April 15, 1947.
Nevertheless, his legacy far surpasses that
of a typical athlete. He is an iconic legend,
Civil Rights ambassador, record breaker,
and a man he lived by his own ethos: “A
life is not important except in the impact it
has on other lives.”

The Memorial Park Celebration attracted a
diverse audience including Gwen Gould,
the last surviving wife of one of the
Philadelphia Stars players, Harold Gould;
Kenny Johnson, Coordinator of
Community Engagement for the
Philadelphia Phillies; Ron Whittington, a
Jackie Robinson storyteller and
impersonator; and, of course, the eagerly
anticipated and wildly unpredictable,
Phillie Phanatic.

Gould, who is now in her late 80s,
expressed feelings of deep satisfaction and
pride after the day’s event. “It was
wonderful. I saw a lot of little kids out here
which is encouraging. It’s a wonderful
thing, and at my age you appreciate just
getting out and being among friends.”
Philadelphia Phillies Community
Engagement Coordinator, Kenny Johnson,
grew up in West Philadelphia right around
the corner from the Philadelphia Stars
Memorial Park. He feels a connection to
the community and is grateful for the
positive impact of Negro League baseball
on urban neighborhoods.

“This event is important because baseball
is an intergenerational sport. It’s
grandmothers and grandfathers passing it
down to their kids,” says Johnson.
“Stories of Jackie Robinson and his
exemplary legacy are very important (and
must) stay within the consciousness of
families and the community. It shows that
when you persevere, when you work hard
and bring folks together, you can do some
amazing things.”

Two Phillies Ball Girls accompanied
Johnson to the Celebration, Courtney
Williams and Trisha Lang. This was
Williams' second year coming to the event
and she expressed that it is important “to
look back at our history to see the movers
and shakers and how we got to be where
we are today.” Williams, who is African
American, feels her race provides a
greater impetus to survey the events of
Black history and how much the African
American community has progressed
since oppressive times. “It’s sometimes
hard to see how far we’ve come, but we
really have come very far,” says Williams.

While this was Lang’s first time attending
the event, she was equally grateful to be a
part of the experience. She stated, “I am
thankful to be able to be in this position
where I can come out and be involved in
such a great event that involves the entire
community and brings everyone together
to look back at how far we’ve come and
where we started.”

The event was also well-represented by
key members of the Business Association
of West Parkside such as Marjorie
Ogilvie, Miller Parker, Lucinda Hudson,
Cassandra Hayes, and Dennis Lee.

Parker, who has been the treasurer of the Business Association of West Parkside for
about 15 years, remembers with fondness the early beginnings of the Philadelphia Stars
Negro League Memorial Park. He shares, “One of the things we want to do is draw
attention to this neighborhood and community and get the community involved in the
park. We came up with this idea that baseball might be the way to go because there was
a baseball field here a number of years ago where the Negro League played.” Parker
believes this annual celebration is one way of keeping the legacy of extraordinary
African Americans alive in the community.

Hayes, an animated and dedicated community advocate, continued, “This is something
that we have been doing for the past eleven years. I’ve been a part of it every year. I
come, I eat, I play, I meet folks. It’s a great way to just enjoy the community and
recognize one of the historical figures in Black and American history.” Lee, who
emceed the event, felt this year’s festivities was special because it marked their 11th
year of hosting the Memorial Celebration and Jackie Robinson’s 70th year of
remembrance. “The future is promising if we remember our legacy,” offered Lee before
jetting off to his next event. The team is already expectant of next year’s activities and
look forward to sharing the rich history of the Philadelphia Stars with a broader and
more diversified audience.

website: www.parksidejournal.wordpress.com

Above is a picture of the Philadelphia Stars Negro Memorial Park at the intersection of
Belmont and Parkside Avenues in West Philadelphia.

Next Issue of the Parkside
Journal comes out
September 1, 2017
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Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site Opens Long-
Abandoned Medical Wing to the Public

Visitors explore Cellblock 3 in new tour of the penitentiary’s Hospital
Block

Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site kicks off its 2017 season on Friday,
May 5 with the first-ever public tours of Cellblock 3, also called the Hospital
Block. Visitors have long wished to explore this space, but its severe
deterioration has made touring the hospital impossible – until now.

Cellblock 3 has captivated visitors’ imaginations since the penitentiary
opened as a museum more than 20 years ago. Opportunities to step past the
head gate, ornamented with its iconic red cross, have been rare. The few
hardhat tours offered over the years filled to capacity, affirming visitors’
strong interest in seeing this eerie and fascinating space. A series of
stabilization projects has finally made it possible for visitors to safely enter
the long-abandoned medical wing.

Beginning May 5, 15-minute guided tours will be offered several times a day.
Visitors will explore the corridor of Cellblock 3 and learn more about this
unusually well equipped prison hospital. They will see Eastern State’s
operating room, laboratories, pharmacy, X-ray lab, hydrotherapy rooms,
psychiatric department, and a solarium for treating tuberculosis patients. A
number of medical artifacts remain in place, despite decades of abandonment
and decay.

Hospital Block tours are included with standard admission. Regular daytime
programs, including “The Voices of Eastern State” Audio Tour, guided
Hands-On History tours, history exhibits, and artist installations, are also
included with admission. Tickets are available online at
www.EasternState.org, or at the door subject to availability..

********
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