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Nine Things To Look For In Parkside In 2019
by Manuel McDonnell Smith

In 2018 – Parkside, Mantua, and Belmont
overflowed with openings and ribbon cuttings as
many long-promised development projects came to
fruition. We celebrated the completion of renewed
park spaces, play areas, and pedestrian improvements
brought by the Parkside Edge project.

The excitement over the new living and retail spaces
at Centennial Village is still evident by a rental
waiting list that is said to be years-long, showing that
quality, affordable housing in our area remains a
strong desire from residents. And the world watched
as a new mural of hometown boy gone global, Will
Smith, was painted on Girard Avenue.

As much as we’re excited for what’s to come in 2019
with our list of nine projects below – the editorial
team of The Parkside Journal would love to see more
private and institutional investment begin to flow
into our neighborhoods.

Much of the development work that is scheduled is
funded by government entities, these are deserved
dollars which are finally flowing to our areas after
years of neglect. These projects will do much to
improve our communities, but private dollars are the
ones that will make the most impact, especially on
our inside blocks where most residents live.

What we hope for is a balance of development and
progress, where developers and residents work
together, for an improved quality-of-life for all in our
neighborhoods. With a cadre of strong community
groups and eager residents willing to partner and
talk, here’s another official signal that our
neighborhoods are ready for the future.

DaVita Care Center- construction underway
- Construction is nearly complete on a new medical
use facility in the 4900 block of Parkside Avenue at
50th Street. The facility will be leased and managed
by Davita, which operates a large network of kidney
and general medical care clinics. The opening date
for the facility, which will also have its own private
30-space parking lot, is not yet known.

Medicare-Centered Medical Centers – 5050
Parkside Avenue & Parkwest Town Center - A local
branch of national health care chain Oak Street
Health recently opened at 5050 Parkside Avenue.
Services there are aimed at Medicare patients who
will have access to transportation to and from the
center, individualized treatment plans,
longer-than-average appointments and
community-centered support that goes beyond
symptom treatment according to a press release.
“Dedicated Senior Medical Center”, a medical chain
with similar goals and focus on Medicare patients
also opened this fall inside of the Park West Town
Center in the former pet shop location.

Lansdowne & Montgomery Creek Restoration
– Fairmount Park – Following up on its successful
Centennial Commons project along Parkside Avenue,
the Fairmount Park Conservancy is working on
restoring the two small creeks that wind their way
through the park and horticultural center. Many
people noticed the removal of invasive and
non-native trees removed from the areas around
Lansdowne Glen & Michaux Grove. Pedestrian
friendly gates were then installed to keep out deer.
In fall 2019, plans call for native species will be
planted on the grounds in hopes of increasing plant
diversity, improve wildlife habitat, and making the
grounds around the Horticulture Center that more
beautiful.

continued on page 6

New Dedicated Senior Medical Center in the Parkwest Shopping Center
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Dance Logic Program Open at West Park Cultural Center
by Niesha Kennedy

“danceLogic is helping these girls have access to the arts realm and science
world as possible career paths, it is allowing them to stretch their own
boundaries of what success looks like for them.” - Shanel Edwards, Instructor

DanceLogic is a unique S.T.E.A.M. program offered by West Park
Cultural Center. The program combines dance and computer coding
leading to development of original choreography and performance. Teen
girls’ ages 13 through 18 years old learn the value of focus, dedication,
and teamwork, as well as industry standard computer coding language.

This innovative program is designed to educate, inspire and cultivate girls
of color to explore the S.T.E.A.M. field: science, technology, engineering,
arts and mathematics in a creative, active and exciting environment

The program uses dance to ignite an interest in STEAM, now and in the future. Shanel Edwards,
co-instructor of dancelogic, says danceLogic is a space where creativity lives in arts and science,
here young girls have infinite possibilities” .

During the dance class, led by instructors Shanel Edwards of D2D The Company and Annie
Fortenberry, a performer with Ballet 180, the girls learn dance skills and movement techniques.
When the girls progress to creating their own choreography, they use coding as a reference. The
dance portion of the class is followed by an hour of learning industry standard coding language
under the direction of Coding instructor Franklyn Athias, Senior Vice President Network and
Communications Engineering at Comcast.

Dancing and coding have similar language involving repetition, direction, and particular
combinations.

“I’m helping the kids see that someone, just like them, was able to use Science and Technology to
find a very successful career. The combination of dance and logic have good synergies. Learning
something like dance requires practice, just like coding”, explains Franklyn Athias. He continues
to say “Yes, the dance is more physical, but it requires the students to try, fail, and try again.
Before long, the muscle memory kicks in and the student forgets how hard it was before. Coding is
really the same thing. Learning the syntax of coding is not a natural thing. Repetition is what
makes you become good at it. After learning the first programming language, the students can
learn other programming languages because it becomes much easier.”

continued on page 4
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Jeanette Y. Gray, M.B.A.

Annie Fortenberry adds “My favorite thing about the program is
that the students can explore leadership roles. By building their
own choreography and supporting each other in coding class, they
navigate creating and sharing those creations, as well as resolving
conflict to make one cohesive dance. There’s a lot of beauty and
bravery in that process.”

The very first session of danceLogic culminated with a special
performance at the 11th Annual West Park Arts Festival in June
of 2018. The girls performed choreography, showcased what they
learned and shared how it has impacted their lives. They
committed to continuing their coding education over the summer
and into the new school year. danceLogic is offered in two
sessions, fall and winter/spring on Saturdays from 12:00pm –
2:30pm.

To learn more, please visit: www.westparkcultural.org/dancelogic

Students In the Dance Logic class

Indego Bike Profile: Michael Burch
by Lance Wayne

Missed a Filing? Multiple Years
NOT A PROBLEM

Excellent Choice Tax Services

Meet Michael Burch, publisher of the Parkside
Journal and longtime employee of the Franklin
Institute. For the last several issues the Parkside
Journal has profiled an Indego Bike user. This
month we profile Michael. Doing an Indego Bike
profile on Mike is easy for he is a long time bike
enthusiast and he often rides his bike to work in
center city.

Mike has been riding his bike through his
neighborhood of Parkside for many years. In talking
to him I learned that he was very pleased to see the

bike stations come into his neighborhood of
Parkside. Mike says " In this area, I think bikes
are the perfect way to get around." He goes on,
"if you notice the traffic patterns we have more
and more traffic coming in and out the area, it's
really congested sometimes. During the summer
months, it's especially bad. I asked Mike if he
has his own bike, why do you use Indego?
Michael replied "I don't always use Indego, I
still ride my bike a lot but Indego Bikes are
sometimes just more convenient to use."

"The problem with using your own bike is once
you reach your destination you have to find a
safe and convenient place to lock your bike,
with Indigo you do not have to worry about
that." I asked him what he thought of catching
Septa, he replied: "Septa's a great option, but
you often have long waits, I'd rather ride a
bike." The Indego bikes are well built and
maintained and the bike stations are very
convenient and easy to use. There's a Bike
station right next to my job.

Michael Burch, East Parkside resident,
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Centennial Parkside CDC Tree
Tenders Plant 12 New Street Trees

in East Parkside.
By Chris Spahr, Executive Director of the Centennial

Parkside CDC

The Centennial Parkside CDC Tree Tenders Program
conducted in partnership with the Pennsylvania Horticultural
Society (PHS) planted 12 new street trees throughout East
Parkside on November 17. Over the course of the past year,
multiple East Parkside residents have been trained as Tree
Tenders through PHS. This training involves learning about
various types of trees, how to plant and care for trees, and
how to bring trees to the neighborhood.

Even though East Parkside sits directly adjacent to
Fairmount Park, only 3% of homes have on-street tree
coverage. On-street trees lead to cooler sidewalks in summer,
cleaner air, better water drainage during rainstorms, and
cooler porches and front rooms due to tree canopies. Unlike
trees planted decades ago that pose a risk for overhead wires,
homes, and pipework, PHS trees are much shorter, skinnier,
and are easier to care for. This was the second of the
Centennial Parkside CDC Tree Tenders plantings bringing
the total number of new trees in the neighborhood to 23. If
you are interested in becoming a Tree Tender or planting a
tree in front of your home, contact the CDC at 267-225-8356
or info@centennialparkside.org.

Photo provided by Tashia Rayon

“A Very Philly Christmas”
at the Historic Houses of Fairmount Park

Five of Fairmount Park's historic houses celebrate their 47th year of delighting visitors this December with
“A Very Philly Christmas,” featuring holiday-themed tours and special programs at Cedar Grove, Laurel Hill
Mansion, Lemon Hill Mansion, Historic Strawberry Mansion, and Woodford inspired by one of our nation’s
most historic and dynamic cities. The Historic Houses of Fairmount Park are some of the best-preserved
examples of 18th and 19th century early American architecture, all located in one of the country’s most
beautiful urban parks. Promotion and programming for the historic houses are supported through a
partnership between Philadelphia Parks & Recreation, Fairmount Park Conservancy, and various
stewardship groups. Proceeds from the events support the ongoing stewardship, maintenance and promotion
of these treasures.

In the spirit of the “very Philly” theme, the historic houses will host special events showcasing what makes
Philadelphia a very special place: its music, food, neighbors, and families.

Neighbor’s Day: Saturday, December 8
Stop by the houses as we celebrate the many talents of our nearby neighbors
Enjoy wonderful local music and food.
See ad for Neighbor's Day on page 3
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Mantua Greenway – Phase I construction scheduled
for spring 2020 – Fundraising is still underway to
complete a proposed “greenway” that will follow
Mantua Avenue and Parrish Street, from the Spring
Garden Bridge at 31st Street over to the 40th Street
Bridge. The project was inspired by the efforts of Bessie
Washington, a lifetime resident who lives on Mantua
Avenue who was tired of seeing overgrown weeds along
the railroad tracks. A community group meets monthly
to work on progress. www.mantuagreenway.org

East Parkside Green Stormwater Project – projects to
begin early summer 2019 – The Philadelphia Water
Department is working on public outreach on a series of
nearly twenty planned green stormwater infrastructure
projects scheduled to begin construction in the Parkside
neighborhood between 38th and 41st streets by summer
2019. These projects including tree trenches and curb
bumpouts are designed to capture rainwater runoff and
prevent water overflow into the nearby Schuylkill.
Neighbors should expect about a month’s disruption
with parking and work crews while construction on each
project progresses.

West Philadelphia Community Center
– redevelopment plans in progress – This past June,
Drexel University announced its purchase of The West
Philadelphia Community Center (WPCC), a two-story,
37,000-square-foot facility at 3512 Haverford Avenue in
Mantua. Caring People Alliance (CPA) previously
owned & operated the space but has announced that they
will be relocating to another facility. According to the
University, current programs by CPA will continue at
the WPCC for another year, while the University works
with local residents to determine how the facility can
best address community interests in conjunction with its
Dornslife Center for Neighborhood Partnerships.

Above is an artist rendering of the Greenway project.

Rebuild Philadelphia – four sites selected in
Parkside, Mantua & Fairmount Park - ReBuild is
Mayor Jim Kenney's initiative to invest millions of
dollars to improve neighborhood parks, recreation
centers and libraries across the city. Funding for
these projects comes directly from the Philadelphia
Beverage Tax (a.k.a. “Soda Tax). The city has just
begun releasing funds for the projects this year after
a legal battle over the tax was upheld by the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. The four rebuild sites
selected in our area include:

Carousel House 1701 Belmont Avenue
Parkside Fields West Fairmount Park
West Mill Creek Playground 5100 Westminster
Avenue
Miles Mack Playground 732-66 N 36th Street

46th and Market Street Redevelopment: Potential
opening: 2019: The latest white-knights of the saga
of the redevelopment for the building that was once
slated to be the new home of the Police Department
is a partnership between development firm Iron
SStone and the Public Health Management Corp.
(PHMC). Published plans for the site include a
federally funded health center that will provide
primary care and dental services and a 20- to 30-bed
overnight site. Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
(CHOP) is also said to be planning a children’s
mental health services center along with a daycare
center possibly operated by the YMCA.

Additional retail construction could also occur along
Market and 46th Streets along the site’s perimeter.
Plans are still in progress.

New Innovations Happening
The at Please Touch Museum

The picture above shows community representatives testing a
new interactive exhibit at The Please Touch Museum .

The Please Touch Museum is the keeper of many
Philadelphia treasures and one of them dates back more
than 100 years. Its the model of the 1876 Centennial
Exposition that was held here in Philadelphia in the
summer of that year. The model which is an amazing
representation of the event is 20 by 30 feet with
buildings, lakes, fountains trees, and even an old style
monorail. It is a great representation of what was once
here.

The staff at Please Touch now have a plan to reimage the
1876 model for children of today in their permanent
gallery centennial innovations. This will be a multimedia
interactive where children can become immersed in the
centennial. model. Using state of the art digital means
students can fly through the model and visit the
fairgrounds. After all the prototyping is done students
will be meet the people and see the sights and inventions
that were first introduced to the world here in
Philadelphia.

Visitors will also get the opportunity to learn how to
develop a healthy community using similar multimedia
devices. Exhibit scheduled to open in late 2019
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On October 31st, Vanessa Lowery Brown, state representative for District 190,

which covers most of Parkside, was found guilty of one felony count of bribery, five
felony counts of violating the state’s conflict of interest laws, and one misdemeanor
count of failing to report payments on her financial disclosure form. As of
publication, she has yet to be sentenced. Brown has represented district 190 since
2009 and ran unopposed in the 2018 general election.

Brown was the last of six Philadelphia Democrats implicated in a bribery sting
originally conducted by former Pennsylvania Attorney General Kathleen Kane’s
office between 2010-2012. The other five elected officials, former Philadelphia
Traffic Court President Judge Thomasine Tynes, former State Representatives
Harold James, Michelle Brownlee, Louise Williams Bishop, and Ronald Waters all
struck deals with prosecutors and resigned from their positions, which allowed most
of them—except Tynes—to retain their government pensions. Tynes served 23
months in prison, while James, Waters, Brownlee, and Williams Bishop received
probation.

As state representative, Vanessa Lowery Brown sits on four committees, including
Children and Youth, Health, Tourism, and Recreational Development, and Urban
Affairs. She has hosted many workshops and service events for constituents,
including property tax/rent rebate workshops and produce voucher giveaways for
seniors. In the last legislative session, she has sponsored legislation promoting day
care safety, spoken out against mandatory minimum sentencing bills, and advocated
for funding for the West Philadelphia Senior Community Center in East Parkside.

Several East Parksiders expressed sadness at the conviction of Representative
Brown, particularly over the loss of such an accessible legislator. More than one
recounted that she’d given them her personal number. At a time when the pace of
neighborhood change is accelerating, losing an advocate in Harrisburg couldn’t have
come at a worse moment.

After her sentencing, Brown will be barred from continuing to serve as a
representative; she will also lose her government pension. It is currently unclear who
will succeed her in office and how the next representative will be selected. Her legal
team says they will appeal the conviction.

Parkside State Representative Vanessa Lowery Brown
Guilty of Bribery, Five Other Charges

By Alexandra McFadden

Ujima Developers and Ujima Community Transformation Partners as a CDC were
launched to help solve problems with existing residents. The mission is to co-create
strategies for affordable housing while also re-designing neighborhoods so that
people can live an optimal life, if they choose. It is no secret that many of the
blocks in our neighborhoods have not had investments for some time. We can argue
if this is intentional or happenstance however it will not move us closer to putting
the chairs back on porches. At a certain point we need to move past the analysis and
start working to restore.

This can all be done but it’s going to take people in our community voicing their
vision for what is truly impactful for the neighborhood. This means giving
developers projects, programs and long-term plans that improve your quality of life
not just check off a box in an RFP. Too many times neighborhood associations and
RCOs only flex their power for zoning hearings. Another form of power is looking
for partnership opportunities with developers that create development projects that
benefit everyone over time.

As a social impact real estate development group, Ujima Developers, demonstrates
how to collaborate with neighbors for solutions to challenges in the community. For
example, we are working on age-friendly housing strategies that are
intergenerational, affordable and accessible. This could help many of our neighbors
worried about aging parents living alone in big row homes. Or maybe you are
reading this concerned that soon you will be faced with the decision to stay or move
out of your row home. The narrow bathroom, steep flight of steps and high energy
bills add up. What if we could design a row home that functions for grandparents
just as well as it does for grandchildren? Can you imagine a community that has
healthy food options, community owned stores for services the entire family can
enjoy? Or can you dream about a livable community that values your ideas for how
to improve Parkside without inviting the kind of gentrification that disrespects
people already on the block?

Ujima Developers is extending an invitation to contribute solutions for creating
age-friendly row homes in our neighborhoods. We are planning an Age Friendly
Row House Summit in East Parkside community. Dinner will be served and your
ideas accepted. In addition, we will be discussing age-in-place remodeling
solutions. This effort is being sponsored by AARP, American Institute of
Architecture, West Philadelphia Financial Services, and American Society of
Interior Designers, and Locus Developers.

www.parksidejournal.wordpress.com

The Parkside Journal is
Published Four times a Year
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parksidejournal@yahoo.com



Healthy Habits - Holidays and Beyond
by Maggie Davenport
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With the Holiday season in full swing, physical activity has likely slowed way

down and celebrating with family and friends is a regular occurrence. During this
three to four-month period (from Halloween through New Year’s), the average
person will gain between two (2) and 10 pounds. With the weight-loss and fitness
industry racking up profits in the billions, large numbers of the population are
seeking help and it’s not just during the holidays.

Long before first Lady Michele Obama’s shout out for us to ‘keep it moving!’, it
was a known reality that intake and output are what determines weight: If you eat
(‘intake’) a meal that provides more calories (energy) than your body needs to
maintain its normal functioning without burning the extra energy (‘output’), weight
gain will happen; if on the other hand ‘intake’ is less, then weight loss results. Our
goal is to work toward a lifestyle that focuses on mindful eating plus finding a way
to ‘move it’ that works for you.

No matter where you are in your healthy lifestyle journey, progress is within reach
– even during the holidays. A good first step is being mindful of your actions,
taking time to carefully consider the kinds and variety of food taken in and the
amount that is needed to support a particular lifestyle. Secondly, an understanding
of the kind and amount of nutrition that is needed helps to keep the focus on the
‘intake-output’ equation.

Activity

The experts all agreed that a well-balanced diet and activity are the foundation of good physical (and mental!) health. The US Department of Health and Human Services has set
physical activity guidelines and recommendations for all age groups; the Department also suggests ways to adjust activity for a number of health conditions – like asthma and
arthritis. Also, diet and activity help prevent ‘the big three’ diseases that large numbers of African Americans experience more often than other Americans: heart disease,
diabetes and stroke. In addition to providing a social outlet for all ages, exercise also helps with the following:

Whether just starting a physical fitness plan or adding on, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends gradual, measurable and appropriate steps. Guidelines are
provided for children (ages 6-17), adults (18-64), older adults (65 and over) and pregnant and postpartum women.

story continued on page 9

DORNSIFE CENTER COMMUNITY
DINNER

Come find out what new and fascinating things we’re
up to while enjoying a FREE delicious dinner with

your neighbors.

Tuesday, December 4, 2018
Dornsife Center for Neighborhood Partnerships

3509 Spring Garden Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104

CONTACT INFORMATION
(215) 571-4013

dornsifecenter@drexel.edu

Interfaith Food Cupboard
The Church of St. Andrew and St. Monica

Saturdays; 9:30 am to 11:00 am

3600 Baring Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104

215-222-7606

Annual Holiday Party
sponsored by United Block Captains Association

Friday, December 21st
6:00pm to 9:00pm
School of the Future
40th & Parkside

Join us for food, Games, Music, Entertainment and
more!

Each child who attends will receive a gift!!
Children must be with an Adult

Your holiday choice of meals could have life long health implications
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Nutrition

Making sure to eat foods with good nutritional value is tough, the fast-food industry and ‘laid
back’ lifestyles (code for low physical activity!) make it even harder. Knowing daily calorie
(energy) requirements is helpful. The numbers range from 1,000 for a newborn to 3,200 for an
adult male. To get some idea of the number of calories needed for your age, gender and
lifestyle, go to ‘calculator.net’ and enter the required information. This information will make
reading and interpreting product labels more meaningful.

Take a look at the label below, use the right side as a guide:

Additionally, many minority and ethnic communities prefer traditionally prepared food,
especially around the holidays; many times, these foods are not nutritionally balanced and are
heavy in salt and fat. The National Institutes of Health provides substitutions that are based on
the ways that minority and ethnic groups prepare food. Keep in mind that genetics play a
huge part and many times, a family history of disease can mean that exercise and diet alone
are not enough to improve health conditions. Be sure to consult your physician as needed.

Make A Plan!

The next step is to make a plan for eating and movement that will become
part of your regular routine behaviors during the holiday season and beyond.
Mindfulness involves developing the habit of thinking about and planning
what you eat and what you do and being aware or ‘present’ while you are
doing it. The SMART goal-setting approach helps maintain this focus and
can be applied to help achieve any outcome. Here are the steps:

S-Specific: Set specific actions that you will take.

M-Measurable: Make sure that the actions are measurable. This could be in
time, distance, amount or any other measurable quantity (like 1 serving of a
food item).

A-Attainable: Be sure that your goal is ‘doable’ and can reached.

R-Realistic: (or relevant): Set a goal that is realistic to and for your purposes.

T-Time: Set a timeframe within which you want to achieve your goals.

Make this the holiday season that you get the jump on extra weight gain
- take control of your health!

continued at the Top
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A Season for Giving by Jasmine Bullock

The holiday season is always an exciting time of
year. Families and friends often fellowship and
exchange gifts. It is also a time for giving and the
West Philadelphia area is abundant with
opportunities to give to people in need, of all ages.
Community Coordinator, Pamela Evans has made it
her mission to provide opportunities for students and
families in need. Ms. Evans spent fifteen years
serving the students and families of Discovery
Charter School. Within the last year, she transitioned
to Alain Locke Elementary, a Community School in
West Philadelphia, where she has instituted several
programs to service the families throughout the
area.

The Locke school and Pam Evans have initiated a “Community Closet.” This space is open for donation of
clothing and hygiene supplies for people of all ages. The donations of clothing, toys, baby supplies, and bath
supplies are open to all but specifically those who reside in the West Park High Rise apartments and shelters.
The Locke School is continuously open taking in tax deductible donations. They are especially in need of
donations of diapers children’s clothing, and clothing adults can wear for job interviews. They are also
looking for school uniforms and sweat pants to help discourage student absences due to lack of appropriate
clothing.

This particular community closet is special because of the personal attention “shoppers” get when looking for
items. The school has acquired a volunteer to work as a shopping attendant. This individual not only sorts and
maintains the items donated to the closet, he also works with individuals to choose items to best fit their
needs. The personal attention allows those in need to feel special and guarantees that they receive the right
items.

Throughout the Thanksgiving holiday season, Ms. Evans has several missions planned. With the help of local
organizations and businesses such as Westside Church and the People’s Emergency Center, Ms. Evans was
able to organize the donation of approximately 45 Turkeys to families for their Thanksgiving feasts. Ms.
Evans is proud that Lavish Restaurant at 4308 Lancaster Avenue will provide dinner on Thanksgiving for 300
people free of charge.

Ms. Evans also arranged for three students at the Locke School to have a dinner at Lavish Restaurant with
their families. The students will be chosen through raffle based on their attendance and timeless to school
throughout the month of November.

Another initiative that is thriving is the Gifts of Warmth Drive. This project looks to collect socks, hats,
gloves and scarves for children in the area. Ms. Evans has partnered with local hair salons and barber shops
on Lancaster Avenue to host donation boxes for their clients and members of the community to drop off
donations.

The Gifts of Warmth initiative goes beyond the doors of the Locke School. Each year, the Please Touch
museum collects coats for children in need. They send all of their donations to the Second Antioch Baptist
Church. Rev. Dr. Joe Nock and his leadership team distribute the gifts of coats to not only members of the
church who are in need but also to community members throughout Parkside.

While winter is often thought of as a season for giving, donations to many of these initiatives can be given
throughout the year. Sweater, scarf, hat, glove and sock donations can be left at the Please Touch Museum
from November 24th through December 8th. All donations to the Locke School for the Community Closet
can left in the main office of Alain Locke School, 4550 Haverford Avenue, from 8am to 3pm weekdays.
Remember, the holiday season is a time for fun and family but also a time to think about giving to families
needing support.

Food Cupboards in Parkside

PEC
325 North 39th Street
267-777-5477
Saturdays; 10:30am – 1:30pm

Church of New Hope and Faith
662 N. 39th Street
215-222-7672
Monday, Wednesday, Friday; 9:30am – 3:30pm

Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral
19 South 19th Street
215-386-0234
Mondays; 10am until 150 households are served

Grace Lutheran Church
3529 Haverford Avenue
215-222-3570

Mt. Zion United Holy Church
4110 Haverford Avenue
215-349-6734

West Philadelphia Seventh Day Adventist Church
4527 Haverford Avenue
215-222-5707

Food Cupboards in the
Parkside Area

www.facebook.com/the Parkside Journal

Pam Evans Community Coordinator at Alan Locke
Elementary school
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THE BARNES FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES ARTS
INITIATIVES IN WEST AND SOUTH PHILADELPHIA,
EXPANDING CULTURAL ACCESS, ARTS EDUCATION
AND PROGRAMMING FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES

As part of its multifaceted community engagement efforts in the city of Philadelphia,
the Barnes has announced two initiatives offering enrichment through the arts in local
communities: The Barnes @ LoLa 38, a collaboration with the People’s Emergency
Center Community Development Corporation (PECCDC) on arts programming
taking place in West Philadelphia and at the Barnes; and Bridges to the Arts, a
collaboration with Puentes de Salud on an art-based biliteracy program for Pre-K
youth and their families from South Philadelphia’s Latino immigrant community.

“Our collaborations with the People’s Emergency Center Community Development
Corporation and Puentes de Salud are a natural extension of the work of our founder,
Dr. Albert C. Barnes, who believed that access to art was critical to personal
development and the enrichment of community,” said Thom Collins, Executive
Director and President of the Barnes. “He invested in the education of his West
Philadelphia Argyrol factory employees by dedicating compensated time during their
workday to introduce masterworks from his collection. In this way, he lived his
commitment that: ‘Art is for everyone,’ a belief that cultural participation is a
platform for cooperative democracy and the development of a civil society.”

The Barnes @ LoLa 38 in West Philadelphia is a two-year, multifaceted series of
arts programs for community members of all ages taking place at “The Bank” (3750
Lancaster Avenue), the PECCDC’s community hub serving the surrounding West
Philadelphia neighborhoods, and onsite at the Barnes.

The Barnes @ LoLa 38 is an extension of the PECCDC’s LoLa 38 creative
placemaking initiative, which has served to activate transitional spaces and celebrate
the living history of the neighborhoods surrounding Lower Lancaster Avenue in West
Philadelphia. “The Bank,” formed by the PECCDC as a multi-purpose program site
for the West Philadelphia community, encourages civic conversation through the
artistic activation of diverse social and geographic assets. The Barnes will use the
space as a multidisciplinary pop-up site offering performances, family and youth art
workshops, Barnes collection virtual reality “meet-ups,” and more.

This initiative will allow the Barnes to continue reaching beyond its walls and
contribute to West Philly’s grassroots momentum for arts, culture, and community
development. The opening at “The Bank” took place on Sunday, November 4.

The Barnes @ LoLa 38 initiative includes monthly shuttles to the Barnes for West
Philadelphia residents to attend its PECO Free First Sunday Family Days, featuring
access to the Barnes permanent collection, special exhibitions, and family
programming. Additionally, free admission community passes will be provided to
participants. This collaboration celebrates the vibrancy of West Philadelphia's arts
community with performances and presentations, and highlights lifelong appreciation
of, and participation in, the arts and cultural life of our city.

“We are excited to build a program in West Philadelphia that engages new audiences
and fosters meaningful cultural connections within the community and here on the
Parkway,” says Barbara Wong, Barnes Director of Community Engagement. “We are
excited for this opportunity to deepen our relationships with the West Philadelphia
community, and discover ways to reshape our museum culture and strategies for
equity, diversity, inclusion and audience development.”

For more information go to: https://lola38west.com/

Wolf Administration Reminds High School
Students to Enter Innovations Challenge

Harrisburg, PA - With the December 31 entry deadline quickly approaching, the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and the Pennsylvania
Department of Education (PDE) are reminding high school students grades 9-12 to
submit their entries for PennDOT's Innovations Challenge.

This year's challenge asks students to look at innovative methods, aside from laws
and educational campaigns that can be developed in the next five to 10 years to get
drivers to slow down in work zones.

"Every day, construction workers on Pennsylvania roadways face a dangerous threat
in work zones," said PennDOT Secretary Leslie S. Richards. "Despite increased
enforcement efforts, work zone signage and smartphone alerts, drivers continue to
commit traffic violations in work zones, which can lead to crashes or tragically
someone being killed. We are challenging our next generation of leaders to become
an active part of the solution by developing innovative ways to tackle this
transportation issue."

The Innovations Challenge aims to not only help students explore real transportation
challenges that PennDOT is facing, but also open their minds to the very real
possibility of working for PennDOT after graduation.

"Students learn best when they are presented with real-world challenges that allow
them to use skills they have learned in the classroom," said Secretary of Education
Pedro A. Rivera. "By engaging in the Innovations Challenge, students can not only
put these skills to the test, but also help to make the Commonwealth's roads safer for
everyone, from drivers and their passengers to the workers in construction zones.

Through the PennDOT Innovations Challenge, regional winners will be selected and
invited to compete in Harrisburg next year for the statewide championship. The
statewide winning team will be awarded $1,500 from the Pennsylvania Chapter of
the American Traffic Services Association (ATSSA) Opens In A New Windowto be
divided among team members.

For complete Innovations Challenge details, visit www.penndot.gov/innovation.
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Eastern State Penitentiary Kicks Off Holiday
Season with Toy Drive Benefiting Children

with Incarcerated Parents

Eastern State Penitentiary celebrates this holiday season with a toy drive
benefiting local children whose parents are incarcerated. From November 30
through December 21, anyone who donates a new, unwrapped toy or children's
book at the historic site will be granted "Buy One, Get One Free" tour admission.

One in 28 American children has a parent behind bars. In Pennsylvania alone,
there are approximately 81,096 children with a parent incarcerated in a
Pennsylvania state prison. How can we come together as a community to support
families experiencing incarceration during the holidays?

Eastern State Penitentiary partners with Institute for Community Justice, Why
Not Prosper, the Center for Returning Citizens, and Ardella's House to collect
gifts for local children with incarcerated parents. From November 30 through
December 21, any Eastern State visitor who donates a new toy or children's book,
in its original packaging (but please no gift wrap), will be granted a second
admission free of charge.

Visitors may drop off donations even if they are not planning to take a tour.
Items can also be purchased online and shipped directly to the penitentiary:

ATTN: Toy Drive
Eastern State Penitentiary
2027 Fairmount Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19130
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Department of Homeland Security Grants
Pennsylvania REAL ID Enforcement Extension

The Wolf Administration has been notified by the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) that Pennsylvania has been granted a REAL ID enforcement
extension through August 1, 2019. This extension means that Pennsylvania
residents will not face access issues when entering federal facilities or boarding
commercial aircraft through at least that date.

“I am thankful that DHS has recognized Pennsylvania’s efforts in becoming
compliant with the REAL ID Act,” said Governor Tom Wolf. “PennDOT has
been working diligently to prepare for REAL ID, and we look forward to being
able to offer REAL ID-compliant products as an option for our customers.”

REAL ID-compliant driver’s licenses and photo ID cards will be available at
the customer’s option in March 2019. Customers are encouraged to pre-verify
for REAL ID the required documentation as soon as possible, giving them
ample time to prepare. More information about what documents will be
required is available on PennDOT’s Driver and Vehicle Services website.

More information about REAL ID, including frequently asked questions, can
be found at www.dmv.pa.gov.


